
    
 

HIST 1302.120 

History of the United States since 1877 

Midland College, Fall 2007 

T/Th, 9:30 – 11:00, Allison Fine Arts Building, Room 108 

 
Instructor: 

 Damon Kennedy, Ph.D. 
 Office: Science Faculty, 117 
 Office Telephone: 685-4692 
 Office Hours: MW: 10AM-12PM, TTR: 11:00AM to 12:30PM 
 Email: dkennedy@midland.edu 
 Web Address: www.midland.edu/dkennedy/ 

 
Course Description: 

 This course is a survey of U.S. history from prehistoric times through Reconstruction. 
Topics include the American Indians, the European heritage of colonists, the structure of 
North America colonies, the creation and development of the American nation, slavery 
and sectional differences that led to the Civil War, and Reconstruction. 

 
Course Objectives: 

 Successful completion of this course will enable students to do the following: 
 Show understanding of how this country developed its institutions, values, mores, 

lifestyles, religions, and social character through discussion, writing, and other means 
of examination 

 Discuss U.S. history through the period of Reconstruction 
 Think critically about the major topics in American history, and determine how they 

relate to the United States today 
 Read, summarize, and be able to react to essays relating to this period 

 
Grading: 

 Midterm Exam #1      100      A: 400+ 
 Midterm Exam #2      100      B:  350+ 
 Final Exam        150       C: 300+ 
 Assignments       70       D: 250+ 
 Attendance       20       F: below 250  
 Total         440 

 
Course Requirements: 
 Reading : 

 Ayers, et al., American Passages, Chapters 1-17, 3rd Edition 
 Mills, Faces in the Crowd: “We Hold these T uths” Vol. 1, 4r th Edition 
 Students are expected to read, write, and understand Standard English. 



 
 Exams: 

 There will be two midterms and final exam.  Each will cover only the materials in the 
section immediately preceding the exam.  The final exam will cover more than the last 
section of the course, but will focus primarily on the final lectures.   

 December 6th is the day for makeup exams.  Students who miss an exam will be given the 
opportunity to make up a single exam on this date.   

 Students will be required to take a pre-test (used to give me an understanding of your 
basic reading, writing, and critical thinking abilities) and a post test (used to illustrate 
development and improvement in reading, writing, and critical thinking).  IN ORDER TO 
PASS THIS CLASS YOU MUST TAKE BOTH! 

Assignments:
 Each student will be responsible for reading articles found in the collection of essays 

entitled, Faces in the Crowd.  Reading Assignments are due on the date indicated in the 
Lecture Schedule.  Late work will be accepted, but at a reduced average.   

 Late one week reduced 50% 
 Late two weeks reduced an additional 50% 
 Work more than two weeks late will not be accepted 

Discussion/Class Participation:
 Involvement with the material is essential – students must read, take notes, and ask 

questions.  Students must be prepared to participate in classroom discussion. 
 Attendance: 

 Attendance should be considered mandatory.  Role will be taken at the beginning of each 
class period.  Students who are unable to attend class regularly will find it difficult to do 
well on exams.  Attendance is calculated as follows: 

 0 absences will be worth 20 points. 
 1 absence will be worth 15 points. 
 2 absences will be worth 10 points. 
 3 absences will be worth 5 points. 

 If you miss a lecture, be sure to obtain notes from another student.  The instructor does 
not furnish notes. 

 Students are expected to arrive on time.  If you are going to be late, do not come to class 
at all.  Missing class harms only you; being late is inconsiderate and bothers others.  More 
importantly, do not leave before the conclusion of each class period.  This, too, is 
inconsiderate and really irks your instructor. 

 As a common courtesy, I ask that you remove sunglasses and mp3 players.  Cell phones 
should be put on vibrate.  Regularly scheduled class periods are also not a time in which 
you should be compelled to catch up on other reading.  Remember we are together to 
learn history.  

Drop/Withdrawing: 
 It is not the responsibility of the instructor to drop a student from the course. If the 

student finds that he/she is unable to keep up with the course requirements, the student 
must take the responsibility to initiate a drop.  The final day to drop is 08 November 2007. 



 The Texas Legislature dictates that each college student will be afforded a maximum of six 
(6) course withdrawals for his/her entire college career.  Therefore it is in your best 
interest to drop prior to the census date – 12 September 2007. 

Cheating: 
 Any student caught cheating will be rewarded with an “F” for the course and will be dealt 

with according to Midland College policy.  See the Midland College Student Handbook. 
 
Disabilities: 

 Any student who, because of a disabling condition, may require some special 
arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact your instructor as 
soon as possible so that the necessary accommodations can be made. 

Religious Holy Days 
 The Texas Legislature requires institutions of higher education to excuse a student from 

attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance 
of a religious holy day. Absences resulting from needed travel time are also excused. The 
student will be allowed to make up an exam or given extra time to complete an 
assignment. No prior notification is required. 

 
Lecture Schedule: 
Aug. 28 Course Introduction 

 30 The American West 
 American Pa ages: 498-503 & 511-515 ss

ss

ss

ss

ss
ss

ss

ss

ss

 
Sept. 04 The American West 

 American Pa ages: 498-503 & 511-515 
  06 The Rise of Big Business 

 American Pa ages: 503-505 
 
  11 Urbanization and Unions & Assignment # 1 Due 

 American Pa ages: 505-510  & 527-535 
 From: Vine Deloria, Jr., Custer Died for Your Sins: An Indian Manifesto 

13 Pre-Test & Urbanization and Unions & National Politics, 1876-1896 
 American Pa ages. 498-523 (Pre-Test Reading) 
 American Pa ages: 505-510, 520-521 & 542-544 

 
  18 Rural America and the Populist Party 

 American Pa ages: 535, 539-541 & 550-560 
  20 William McKinley & the Spanish American War 

 American Pa ages: 561-577 
 
  25 Theodore Roosevelt and the Progressive Era & Assignment # 2 Due 

 American Pa ages: 578-600 
 F aces in the Crowd: Chapter 8, Upton Sinclair, “Excerpt from The Jungle” 

 



27 The Height of the Progressive Era 
 American Pa ages, 610-633 ss
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Oct. 02 Midterm # 1 
  04 World War I 

 American Pa ages: 635-666 
 

09 The 1920s 
 American Pa ages: 670-694 

  11 T he Great Depression & Assignment # 3 Due 
 American Pa ages: 698-718 
 Faces in the Crowd: Chapter 9, Gerald G. Raun, “Seventeen Days in November” 

 
  16 Franklin Roosevelt and the New Deal 

 American Pa ages: 728-753 
  18 The New Deal 

 American Pa ages: 728-753 
 
  23 Diplomacy & World War II 

 American Pa ages: 756-762 
  25 World War II – Overseas & Assignment # 4 Due 

 American Pa ages: 770-781 
 F aces in the Crowd: Chapter 16, Douglas Brinkley, “Eisenhower the Dove” 

 
  30 World War II – Homefront 

 American Pa ages: 762-766 
Nov. 01 Midterm # 2 
 

06 Postwar America 
 American Pa ages: 784-805 

  08 Truman, Eisenhower, and the Cold War & Assignment # 5 Due 
 American Pa ages: 808-833 
 Faces in the Crowd: Chapter 15, “Rosa Parks Wouldn’t Budge” 

 
  13 John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson 

 American Pa ages: 844-871 
15 Vietnam 

 American Pa ages: 858-860, 866, 876-879, 894 
 
  20 Civil Rights Movements 

 American Pa ages: 813-817, 828, 847, 851-852, 861-865, 879-884 
  22 No Class – Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
 
 



27 The 1960s & The 1970s, & Assignment # 6 Due 
 American Pa ages: 874-901 ss

ss

ss

ss

 Faces in the Crowd: Chapter 17, Stephen E. Ambrose, “Vietnam” 
29 The Reagan Revolution 

 American Pa ages: 904-927 
 
Dec. 04 Contemporary America & the War on Terror & Assignment # 7 Due 

 American Pa ages: 930-952 
 Faces in the Crowd: Chapter 11, Nathan Ward, “The Lessons of September 11” 

  06 Post-Test & Make-up Exams  
 American Pa ages: 930-947 (Post-Test Reading) 

 
Dec. 13 Tuesday - Final Exam – 9:30 to 11:30 - AFA 108 


	Instructor:
	Religious Holy Days

