History 1302 - Final Exam - ID’s — 8 of 12 = 100 Points
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Potential Essay Questions — 1 of 2 — 50 Points

1. Describe the tension between the senses of optimism and fatalism during the 1950s. Be sure to give
examples to support your response.

2. Compare and contrast John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson. Discuss their domestic programs and
illustrate the ways that foreign policy concerns overshadowed intended social reforms.

3. The African American civil rights movement that culminated in the 1960s began earlier. Discuss the
origins and evolution of the movement. Who were the most important leaders and groups?

4. The1960s is a decade of progress as well as upheaval. Discuss some of the major themes of the 1960s.

Aside from the rights revolutions, what are the other significant events?

5. Was the decade of the 1970s a decade of nothingness - a decade in the shadow of the 1960s — or was it a
dynamic decade of change? Be sure to give examples to support your conclusion.

6. Describe the Reagan Revolution in terms of the president’s personality, domestic agenda, and foreign
policy. What were the successes and failures of this revolution? How revolutionary was it?

7. Some would arque that conflict is the major theme in the history of the Middle East. What role did
western powers — United States included - play in creating and exploiting regional strife! Trace the
major crises that led the United States to war in the Gulf Region in 1991 and beyond.



