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Potential Essay Questions – 1 of 2 – 50 Points 

 
1. What major compromises were made at the Constitutional Convention, and what issues did they 

settle?  What issues remained unsettled?  Be sure to give examples to support your conclusions. 
 
2. Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution with regard to: power of 

Congress, power of the President, and power of the states.  Be sure to give examples to support your 
conclusions. 

 
3. What was George Washington’s greatest achievement as president?  What was his worst failure?  

Overall, was his administration a success for the nation?  Be sure to give examples to support your 
conclusions. 
 

4. Assess the degree to which Jefferson's election as president can accurately be called the "Revolution 
of 1800."  Be sure to give examples to support your conclusions. 

 
5. Why did the United States go to war with England in 1812?  Which groups supported the war and 

which groups opposed?  Is it accurate to call the War of 1812 the "Second American Revolution?"  Be 
sure to give examples to support your conclusions. 

 
6. Discuss the rise of Andrew Jackson.  What were his most important accomplishments as president, 

and what were his greatest failures?  Be sure to give examples to support your conclusions. 
 
7. Explain the phrase “manifest destiny.”  What factors were most important in drawing Americans to 

the West, both mentally and physically?  Be sure to give examples to support your conclusions. 


