
Reading Assignment # 3 
 
Douglas L. Wilson, “Thomas Jefferson and the Character Issue,” from Faces in the Crowd.  
Chapter 9, pps. 95-105. 
 
Answer each of the following questions: 
 
1. What are some of the contradictory elements in Thomas Jefferson’s character?  (5 points) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Do you think personal ideologies are evolutionary?  Is it fair to pin someone to an idea 
expressed fifty years prior to his/her death? (5 points) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 


