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Asset Building
Conference

Anyone interested in small business
assistance, first-time home buyer
assistance and/or financial literacy
programs, should consider attending
the Asset Building Conference, 7:30
a.m. — 4 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 24,
2008. The conference will be at the
Midland Hilton Plaza in downtown
Midland, Texas. The conference will
include three keynote sessions and
attendees will select five of 20 break-
out sessions.

The registration fee of $60 includes
breakfast and lunch.

For more information and to regis-
ter go to: www.midland.edu/bedc/abc.

Sikes repeats
as city champ

In early August, current MC Chap
Tommy Sikes repeated as the Midland
Men’s City Golf Champion defeating
a strong field that included former
Chap Lane Branum.
Sikes, a sophomore
from Midland,
recorded scores of 66-
64-66 for a three-
round 196 and
cemented his place as the back-to-
back city champion. Branum, also
from Midland, finished as the runner
up with a three round 207.

Sikes was a member of the 2008
NJCAA Division | Men’s National
Golf championship team and is
expected to lead the Chaps in their
efforts at a repeat title. Two baseball
players with MC connections were
drafted by major league baseball
teams in the 2008 selection meeting
held in June.

Former Chaps
drafted by MLB

Rebel Ridling

m from Sentenial, Okla.,
who played for MC as

a freshman in 2005

was chosen by the
Chicago Cubs in the

25t round (selection 761). The 647,
230 Ib.

senior just completed his senior season
at Oklahoma State University where
he played catcher and first base.

Ryan Turner, a
6’4”, 175 Ib. MC
freshman pitcher was
selected by the Tamp

Bay Rays in the 30th
round (selection 893).
Turner chalked up a 3-4 record this
season with an ERA of 7.40.

Jawai becomes Pacer

Former MC
Chaparral basketball
player, Nathan Jawai,
was drafted by the
Indiana Pacers in the
second round (41st
pick overall) of the 2008 NBA draft.

The 6’107, 280 Ib. Jawai played for
the Chaps in the fall semester of 2006,
but returned to his native Australia at
the semester break after sustaining a
knee injury. Jawai played profession-
al basketball in Australia’s (Cairns
Tiapans) NBL after recovering from
surgery.

As a member of the Chaps, Jawai
averaged 11.4 points and 5.8 rebounds
in 13 games for Coach Grant
McCasland.

Chaps on Academic
All-American teams

s

D

Former MC athletes Stephanie
Owens and Wally
Dunn were both
named to the 2007-
2008 NJCAA
Academic All-
America team.

Owens from Enid, Okla., played vol-
leyball for the Lady Chaps, and earned
a 3.89 cumulative GPA in her two
years at MC. Her GPA garnered her
Distinguished Academic All-
American honors (4.0 to 3.75).

Dunn, a native of Midland, Texas,

(Midland  Classical
Academy),  earned
Academic All-

American honors on
the strength of his
3.70 GPA. Dunn was
a member of the Chap basketball team.

Steve Thomas becomes MC'’s fourth president

By Rebekah Karth
Page Editor

The fourth president of Midland College Steve
Thomas is no stranger to West Texas or to the col-
lege.

He was born in McCamey in Upton County,
moved to Crane when he was two and moved to
Midland when he was an eighth-grader. Thomas
then was a student at Lee High School before going
to Southwest Texas State University, where he
earned a BA in sociology and psychology.

Thomas married his wife, Vicki,a native
Odessan, in April 1979,

"We’re West Texas kids—and proud of it,”
Thomas said.

Thomas went to the University of Texas of the
Permian Basin to get his master’s degree in coun-
seling. He began his first stint at MC as an adjunct
instructor at night, while still working as a licensed
marriage counselor.

“l enjoyed interaction with the students,”
Thomas said about his time as a teacher at MC.

Thomas eventually joined the faculty at MC full
time in 1979. Being an instructor for MC students
was “really the best job I ever had,” Thomas said.

Thomas said classes in the summer of 1983 at the
University of Texas at Austin’s Community
College Leadership program, “gave me that sense

F. Marie Hall

of purpose and mission.” Community colleges are
an “American phenomenon,” Thomas said.

On the advice of Jess Parrish, MC president at
the time, and Raymond Yell, an MC administrator,
Thomas said he took a sabbatical in 1984 and then
a year’s leave of absence to work on his doctorate
in education administration. He then came back to
MC in 1986.

Thomas said he left MC in 1987 and moved to
Lexington, Ken., with his wife and young daughter,
Lindsay, to become dean of academic affairs at
Lexington Community College. He also served as
a dean at Victoria College in Victoria, Texas, for
nine years. In 2000, he became the president of
Vernon College, a position he held for the eight
years prior to coming back to MC.

Thomas said he “never dreamed 1’d end up back
in Midland.” Now that he is here, “my goal is to get
to know all the faculty and staff.”

Along with meeting new people, Thomas is also
getting reacquainted with old colleagues. Finding
so many people he knew before still working here
shows that MC is a “positive climate to work in,”
Thomas said. Since cominghe came back, “every-
body’s been so kind and gracious,” he said.

“Community colleges are so essential,” Thomas
said, and they serve “a real important niche.”

See President, page 4

MC President Steve Thomas

Academic Building opens

By Rebekah Karth
Page Editor

The Amistad Atrium at Midland College was standing room only as Marie Hall
entered the building that now carries her name.

The F. Marie Hall Academic Building (MHAB) was officially dedicated on Aug. 27.

The ceremony began with the introduction of speakers and a welcome to the assem-
bled guests by new MC President Steve Thomas, who said that the torch at MC had
been passed on and the "torch is ablaze.”

Visitors to the F. Marie Hall Academic Building are welcomed by the two-story
Amistad Atrium, which was named by Hall, who said she values friendship and com-
munity.

The area was designed as a gathering space for people to use before and after events
in the 102-seat lecture hall that is situated just off the atrium. With benches and lots of
natural light, the Amistad Atrium is intended to serve as a place where old friends can
meet and new friendships are formed.

The Amistad Atrium houses an indoor fountain and leads visitors to the open stair-
case to the second floor. There is also an elevator in the atrium. It is also home to a life-
size painting of Hall.

Hall addressed the crowd and said that “with the help of the community, the dream
was not impossible,” and added that “Midland College is a place with heart.”

The final artist's rendering of the building was unveiled and presented to Hall, who
said “how beautiful.”

Speakers paid tribute to Hall and expressed gratitude for the support of the building
project.

Former MC President David Daniel said that Hall is a “philanthropic, fun-loving,
visionary, gracious, charming, very focused in championing for excellence, kind and
classy lady.

“What you see is genuine, and she loves West Texas,” Daniel said.

MC Student Government Association President Rebekah Karth spoke on behalf of the
students, thanking Hall for her contributions to MC.

Faculty Senate President Michael Dixon said that "it takes a community to create a
college; it takes a great community to create a great college."

Jay Edwards of Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc., the principal-in-charge of the project,
talked about Daniel's vision for these facilities and said that he had frequent meetings
with the vice presidents about the project.

Edwards also thanked Cooper Construction and Superintendent Billy Finch for their

Photo courtesy of Karen Lanier

F. Marie Hall speaks to the crowd gathered in the Amistad Atrium
for the dedication Aug. 27 of the F. Maried Hall Academic Building.
The building opened to students for fall classes.

efforts on the building project. Edwards said he was excited “to see the building full of
people.”
Glenn Rogers, vice president of MC’s Foundation Board, called Hall “a true philan-

See MHAB, page 4

Chaparral golfers win 4th national title

By Bailee Hennis
Staff Reporter

In late May, the Midland College
golf team won its second National
Junior College Athletic Association
championship in three years, and they
came from behind to do it. Playing in
Huntsville, Ala., the team was two
shots behind when they started the
final round. Delnor Poss, golf coach,
said the team had great mental deter-
mination and played exceptionally
well.

win the tournament. Solberg
received  first-team  All-
American honors for MC with
scores of 77-77-73-70-297.
The Chaps seem to be start-
ing off the new year where the
previous one ended. Players
such as Thomas, Solberg,
Sikes and Frylink are return-
ing to drive MC toward anoth-
er good year.
Experienced players will
have to work together to

Englishman David Thomas shot a
1-over-par 73 score, earning him the
medalist title. He is also the first play-
er form MC to earn that title.

According to Poss, MC is only
allowed two international golf schol-
arships a year, and Thomas was not
one of the players on a scholarship.

“It’s a big accomplishment for us
because golf is a global competition. |
give credit to five young men who
showed great perseverance and team
unity,” Poss said.

The golf team prevailed even after
a slow and somewhat rough start to
the season.

in May.

Poss said.

From left, Coach Delnor Poss, David Thomas (Individual National Champion),
Heinrich Frylinck, Daniel Shevill, Patrick Solberg and Tommy Sikes pose after
winning the National Junior College Athletic Association national championship

“It was a wonderful experience. We
had some disciplinary problems, and
some got suspended, but when we got
back together | could tell we had
potential.” Poss said. “Daniel Shevill,
Tommy Sikes, Patrick Solberg, Hein-
rick Frylink and David Thomas were
extremely focused.”

The course itself, Hampton Cove,
proved to be one of the most difficult,

remember the makeup of the
course they played on once
before, Poss said.

“We have an invitational in
the same place as last year.” he
said. “We know what we need
to work on and how to play each hole
and how to hit each shot. When you
start you have to be tough. We can
only take five people. We don’t get
time-outs or substitutes if someone is
sick or hurt. Players have to play
whether they have a bad blister or bro-
ken ankle,” Poss said.

Poss said he owes his success to

See Golf Champs, page 4

Photo courtesy of John Wilfret

“It was hard keeping five guys men-
tally together because there was a lot
of fatigue,” he said. “It was humid and
they had to carry six pound golf bags
for miles. | really am proud of our
guys for playing so well. They never
gave up.”

Toward the end of the tournament,
the Chaps were trailing by two shots.
The two players still on the course,
Thomas and Solberg, made shots to
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