
Editor’s Note: Please note the fol-
lowing abbreviations: (H) Honors;
(HH) High Honors; (*) Phi Theta
Kappa; and (†) Legacy Society. The
list is as of April 29 2008.
From staff reports

Midland College will host its 35th
annual commencement ceremony at 7
p.m., Friday, May 9.

In all, more than 600 graduates will
cross the stage in the Al G. Langford
Chaparral Center. 

Retiring President David E. Daniel
will presumably conduct his last grad-
uation ceremony. Daniel announced
his plans to retire in January but will
stay on until a new president is
named.

An MC tradition is the corridors of
administrators, faculty and staff that
line the entry to the seating area.
Students pass between two lines of
people and are able to shake hands,
hug or say hello to favorite instrutors
a chance to personally congratulate
students.

Potential graduates receiving bach-
elor of applied science degrees are:
Neil Allan Renton, Lisa Madeleine
Ringqvist (H) and Rocio A.
Rodriguez (†*).

Potential graduates receiving
Associate of Arts degrees are: Kresha
Adams (H†*), Jeffery Allen Ahrlett,
Lorena C. Alanis (†*), Azucena
Aleman (†*), Evelyn Armstrong (H),
Robert Ashlee Bell (†*), Foy C. Boyd
(†*), Steven Brad Caudle, Katheleen
Chaney (†*), Kimberly Dains (†*),
Dodge Feeler, James Frith, (†*),
Oralia Galicia, Amy Gillette, Miranda
Gomez (H), Martha Elena Hernandez,
Missy Hernandez (†*), Reagan

Hignojos, Christy Alexandra
Hinterlong (H†*), Heather Michelle
Holiedy (†*) and Amee Huffman (†*).

Other AA potential recipients are:
Bess Aine Kelley, Eric S. Kounce,
(H), Janlyn Lovelady (†*), Jeremy
Lysinger (H†*), Katherine M. Martin,
Nuri Martinez, Kathryn McDaniel (†),
Michael Keith McLendon, Camren
Scott McMillan (†*), Judith Mendoza,
(H†*), Ileana Alexandra Meraz (†*),
Joseph Merrell (H), Abbie Meyer
(†*), Sara Elisabeth Navarro,
Matthew Holguin Olgin, Ana
Pacheco, Jaime Pina, Cindy A. Pivaral
(H), Anna D. Pulliam, Denny Charles
Rambo, Jr. (†*), Angie Ramirez, Liz
Reagan (H), Mayra Rey, Jason R.
Ross (HH ), Idalia O. Sanchez (†*),
Stacey Sanchez (†*), Katie
Scarmardo (H†*), Amanda Schwarz
(†*), Megan Nicole Schwarz (H†*),
Kristina Shelburne (H†*), Daniel
Feliciano Sotelo (†*), Larry Sotelo
(†*), Geoffrey Kyle Thompson,
Rebecca Upchurch (†*) and Monica
Valdez.

Potential graduates receiving
Associate of Science degrees are:
Sarah Beth Adams (†*), Arvin Chavez
Aguilar (H†*), Cassey J. Allen (H),
Andrea Leigh Allison, Tyrone
Appleto-Miller, Benjamin Ashton,
David J. Atwood, Ashley D. Auburg,
Brianna Marie Ausdenmoore, Jacob
Baccus, Tiffany Kristen Bagwell,
Robert Barnett (†*), Marcus Jin
Barron (†*), Ashley Minique Bey,
Erica Bills (†*), Nizar Boudhwani
(†*), Robert T. Brosig (H†*), Mary
Kathryn Brown (H), Marty Bryant
(H), Amy Christine Buntin, Jason Lee
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Katherine Allen, faculty senate president and speech instructor, and Chip McCarver, media services dean,
empty a paper recycling container into the larger recycling bin near the Scharbauer Student Center during the
Earth Day Rally while others wait their turns. 

See Graduation, page 7

New  view

Looking toward the Hodge Carillon Tower, those who use the
enclosed stairwells in the new Academic Classroom building
(ACB) will have new views of the campus. For more on the ACB,
please see page 8.

By Rebekah Karth
Staff Report

The recycling program at Midland
College officially kicked off during an
Earth Day rally at Beal Plaza April 22. 

Speakers, giveaways and free cookies
helped draw a crowd to Beal Plaza. One of
the giveaway items was cloth grocery
bags from HEB.

MC President David E. Daniel said that
to “choose to help keep the environment
clean is probably the best thing we can do.
Conservation is becoming essential.” 

A $50 award was given to MC student
Kyle Large, who created the winning
design for the new MC recycling t-shirts. 

Claudia Hinds, assistant professor of
biology and chair of the recycling com-
mittee, said that “more people are thinking
green these days” and that the recycling
efforts at MC so far have been “positively
received.”

Sharla Hotchkiss from Keep Midland
Beautiful told how in 1990, 20 years after
the first Earth Day in 1970, recycling
started in Midland. She said that it is
“more challenging to recycle in West
Texas.” 

Hinds said that “the next impetus is
going to be on the student side. I’d like to
see students as a whole recycling.”

MC student government representative
Rebekah Karth  spoke  on the  importance

Photo  by Andrew Eaton

College celebrates grads 
at 35th commencement

College begins
summer hours

MC- will begin summer hours
on Monday, May 12.

Summer hours are 7 a.m. - 5
p.m., Monday - Thursday. The
campus is closed on Fridays.
Summer hours last through
Thursday, Aug. 8.
LRC closes temporarily

The Murray Fasken Learning
Resource Center will close for two-
three weeks immediately following
the spring semester to be tested for
asbestos. Officials plan to open the
LRC for summer I and II. Summer
hours will be 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.,
Monday - Thursday. 

Lunch-n-Learn 
meets May 6

Creating Buzz About YOU! In
the new world of work, a person’s
reputation is the only accepted cur-
rency – “buzz” is about compelling
others to speak positively on one’s
behalf. In this session, attendees
get practical tips on creating buzz
and taking action immediately.
Whether looking to move up in a
current organization or make a
major career change, attendees will
learn how to create positive
“buzz.”

From 11 a.m.– 1 p.m., Tuesday,
May 6, in room 118 at the
Advanced Technology Center.
Cost is $17. Pre-registration is
requested as seating is limited.
Instructor: Maria Elena Duron,
business connections coach.

Bring your own lunch, Drinks
provided. Online registration avail-
able at: www.midland.edu/work-
force or call 681-6326.

Chappapalooza
Chappapalooza at Midland

College will be at 5:30-8:00 p.m.,
Tuesday, May 6, during finals
week.

An all-you-can-eat dinner will be
available for $5 to students who do
not live in the residence halls.
Dinner is free for those who live in
the dorms. Activities will include a
slip-n-slide, sand volleyball and
mud wrestling.

LVN, ADN pinning
Midland College Pinning

Ceremony honoring students who
have completed the License
Vocational Nursing Program and
the Associate Degree Nursing
Program will be at 6 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 7,  at the Al G.
Langford Chaparral Center. Free
and open to the public.

Kids’ College
Midland’s favorite summer

enrichment program for 1st
through 6th graders brings 12 new
classes to the kids of Midland.
The new courses include, among
others, Drumming Up a Storm!,
Wonders of Polymer Clay,
LEGO® Engineering, Cooking
Up a Story and Chemistry Gone
Wild.  

Session I is from June 2-12 and
Session II is from June 16-26.
Online registration is ongoing at
www.midland.edu/kidscollege. 

Parents may register online until
May 15, and then register on cam-
pus 1:30 - 4:30 p.m., Monday, May
19. Online registration will resume
following walk-in registration con-
tinue until the first day of classes.

Recital planned
The MC music department will

host a piano recital by Justin
Badgerow, assistant professor of
music at Sul Ross State University
at 6 p.m., Saturday, May 10, in
the Wagner and Brown Auditorium
in the Allison Fine Arts building.

The recital is free and open to the
public.

MC ‘bags’ trash on Earth Day 

By Rebekah Karth
Staff Reporter

It’s a first. The Grand Award winner of the 20th Annual Hilda Simmons Levitt poet-
ry competition is Samantha Brown, an online English student from Canada.

Previous winners have been “off-campus, but never out of the country,” said Billy
Feeler, Midland College dean of fine arts and communications.

Brown was asked to provide an audio recording reading her poem, Nature of Things,
because she was not able to attend and it was played after her award was announced.

Other winners announced at the April 27 ceremony were: second place, W. Ross
Feeler for Water; third place, Danielle Trent for Hungry Wilbur’s Day; fourth place,
Beverly Roberts for Census; and honorable mention, Kristine Otero for The Silent Sun
of War.

The judge and guest poet was Susan Briante, assistant professor of English at the
University of Texas at Dallas.

Briante read several poems from her book Pioneers in the Study of Motion, including
Isabella, The Sidewalk and Better than Paris. Briante said this is the second contest she’s
judged in the past year and that she always enjoys seeing students’ work, but it’s “always
hard to make decisions” when choosing the winners. Briante recommended that students
take classes if they want to improve their poetry writing skills.

In addition to judging the contest and reading her poetry, Briante talked to one of
Lindsey-Hicks’ writing classes during the day on Tuesday.

The awards were presented by Glenda Lindsey-Hicks, English professor at MC. 
The contest coordinator was Lynda Webb, who had three students, Taylor Snodgrass,

Cole Stephens and Jamie Storey assist by handing out programs. 
Cash prizes and plaques were awarded to all winners. 

See Recycling, page 7

See HS Levitt, page 7

Hidla Simmons Levitt Poetry judge and guest poet Susan Briante, assis-
tant professor of English at the University of Texas at Dallas, second from
left, stands with Ross Feeler, Danielle Trent and Kristine Otero. Feeler won
second place; Trent won third and Otero won honorable mention. The
awards were presented Tuesday, April 29.

HS Levitt Poetry Contest names 20th winners
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