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See MC drama production Women at Work: 1970s this weekend

Several sixth-grade students look at a display of skulls and skeletons during the 16th Annual Science Extravaganza held on campus April 4.

Sixth graders investigate science

By Rebekah Karth
Staff Reporter

Where else in Midland could
approximately 2,000 sixth graders
learn about a code used by the
Romans, see Midland police drug
dogs and a monkey’s skeleton all in
the same day except at Midland
College’s Science Extravaganza? 

Science Extravaganza began in
1992 with around 50 children attend-
ing and exhibits about anatomy, phys-
iology and physics, said Margaret
Wade, dean of math and science.

At this year’s Science Extravaganza

held April 4, students encountered
exhibits by the math and science
department as well as health science,
criminal justice, the alcohol and drug
abuse counseling program and the
local police department, Wade said.

Science Extravaganza is “designed
to excite students about all types of
science and math and to expose them
to all of the different disciplines in
science and show them how science
applies to their life,” said Claudia
Hinds, assistant professor of biology.

“That monkey body thing, the
skeleton,” was one of Emerson

Elementary student Eddie Parra’s
favorite things. 

His classmates Gustabo Pizzaro and
Michael Mendoza said the fetal pig
and puppies were their favorites.

Science Extravaganza is an MC
campus activity, Hinds said. The
majority of the exhibits are run by fac-
ulty members. 

MC students serve as the experts
behind the exhibits, as herders who go
with the children, as managers, deco-
rators and clean up crew, Hinds said. 

Signs and stickers for the event
were made by the MC media depart-

ment, Hinds said. 
“Dr. Jacobs, MC’s associate vice-

president of instruction, designed our
t-shirts this year,” Wade said.

“It takes lots of volunteers,” Wade
said. “We rely heavily on our stu-
dents, there are at least 200 students
working every time slot.”

MC students Brandy Farris and
Andra Aglin volunteered to get the
extra credit offered by their instruc-
tors.

“I saw the sign in the math lab and
thought  it  looked like fun,” said stu-

By Ashley Lee
Staff Reporter

When math gets hard, who can stu-
dents call? They can call the Midland
College math lab.

In addition to offering math tutoring
to all MC students, the math lab,
located in the technology center, also
offers a math mentoring program on
Tuesdays and Thursdays available to
students in 7th through 12th grades. 

The program aids students in a wide
range of difficulty including basic

math comprehension and TAKS
(Texas Assessment of Knowledge and
Skills).  

Students seeking help in the mentor
program bring their homework
assignments to work on with their
tutors, or work on problems the tutor
gives them from their book. The
groups are small, with three students
per tutor.

MC student Matt Vanley was asked
by Laura VanHusen, math instructor,
to be a peer tutor before becoming a

math mentor.
“The biggest difference between

peer tutoring and math mentoring is
making sure you’re relating and being
able to communicate,” Vanley said.

“I try to simplify or find terms they
would relate to,” Vanley said.

Vanley, a seasoned tutor, said he has
helped students overcome such obsta-
cles as catching up in class after
undergoing surgery. 

“You just have to preseverve and
work hard at it. That’s really what

math is,” Vanley said.  
All peer tutors are MC students who

have passed college algebra with an A
or B and have a professor recommen-
dation. “Those involved in the men-
toring program are exceptionally good
tutors,” VanHusen said. 

All the money made by the mentor-
ing program goes to give scholarships
to tutors and outstanding students. 

Any student interested in being a
tutor should contact VanHusen in
room 138 in the math lab.

See Science, page 4

Math lab offers variety of services to students

By Chris Speight
Staff Reporter

Cathy Chavez has no lack of vision, even
though she is blind. Chavez, a 24-year-old
Midland College student, became completely
blind when she was 21 years old due to retino-
pathic diabetes.

“I’ve had diabetes since I was 5,” Chavez
said.

Retinopathic diabetics have strong fluctua-
tions in their blood-sugar levels, which can
cause organs to start to shut down and cause
open sores among other ailments. The disease
attacked Chavez’s eyes. She said that degener-
ation of the eyes is not uncommon with this
disease. 

Before she became blind, Chavez said she
wanted to be an OBGYN and open a practice
New York. Now she plans to get her Ph.D in
psychology and start a counseling program for
girls in an educational setting. She said that
she is considering clinical psychology after-
wards, specializing in teen pregnancies and
domestic violence.

“Everything changed when I lost my vision.
I had to rearrange my goals and set new stan-
dards,” Chavez said.

“When I first realized my vision was gone, I
was in shock that it was actually happening to

me. It was an overnight experience. I was
diagnosed when I was about 21 years old,” she
said. “Literally, it was overnight; I went from
seeing light, colors and images to seeing noth-
ing at all, just completely black.

“My world was coming to an end. I was so
independent and was forced to become
dependent on others,” she said. “I thought that
if I did everything that the doctors said it
would stop the degeneration.”

Chavez said her left eye started to fade, and
within months, the same thing happened to her
right eye.

“I was going to laser treatment in Lubbock.
The doctors were removing scar tissue from
the back of my eye and said that it should get
better. Instead of getting better, it got worse. 

“When I went in for my final laser treat-
ment, I decided that if it didn’t work I would-
n’t go anymore. A few days after the last pro-
cedure, my vision went black,” Chavez said. 

“I could see a little bit out of my right eye
but it was blurry. It was like coming out of a
dark room into a light room—everything was
just white. And then when my eyes finally
focused, it was still very blurry,” she said.

“My life as I knew it was over. Kübler-Ross’
stages of death and dying definitely applied to 

No lack of vision

See Chavez, page 5
MC student Cathy Chavez lost her signt at age 21 to
retinopathic diabetes.

Free drama
production
this weekend

Midland College’s drama depart-
ment presents Women at Work: 1970, a
Readers Theatre Adaptation of
“Working” by Studs Terkel at 8 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, April 18-19, in the
Wagner & Brown Auditorium in the
Allison Fine Arts building. The show is
FREE to all. No reservations necessary.

Student art
show opens
April 24

The Midland College art department
invites everyone to the semi-annual
Student Art Show Exhibition Opening
Reception, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Thursday,
April 24, in McCormick Gallery,
Allison Fine Arts building.

Students taking classes in ceramics,
design, digital arts, drawing, metal arts,
painting, photography, printmaking,
sculpture and watercolor will display
the best of their semester’s work.

The work will hang through Friday,
May 2. 

McCormick Gallery is open from 8
a.m. – 10 p.m., Monday – Thursday; 8
a.m. – 5 p.m., Friday; 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.,
Saturday; and 1 – 5 p.m., Sunday.

HS Levitt Poetry
Awards to host
Texas poet,
Susan Briante

The Hilda Simmons Levitt Poetry
Awards and Poetry Reading will be
held at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 29 in
the Carrasco Room of the Scharbauer
Student Center.  Four awards will be
given to students for their poetry and
there will be readings from their work.
Selected writings from the contest will
also be published in Tableau, a Midland
College student-published magazine.
The contest judge and guest speaker is
poet Susan Briante, who will be read-
ing from her poetry collection,
Pioneers in the Study of Motion.   For
more information call Karen Pape at
(432) 685-5595.

Celebration of the
Arts, May 16-18

Arts Assembly of Midland is hosting
the 25th Annual Celebration of the
Arts, May 16 – 18, 2008, downtown at
the Midland Center & Centennial
Plaza. A preview party is planned 6:30
– 9:30 p.m., Friday, May 16. On
Saturday, May 17 there will be a one-
mile Kids Fun Run and a 5K and 10K
run for adults. Runners should register
at 7:30 a.m. with the run lasting from
8:30 – 10 a.m. 

At 10 a.m., the COA Festival opens
with more than 65 visual artists and
features Distinguished Artist of 2008
Pianist Jim Ross. 

There is a children’s area with activ-
ities and interactive presentations.
Performances will include music,
dance and dram presentations. Festival
food and concessions available. A
street concert with performers Rich
O’Toole, Reckless Kelly and  Jerry Jeff
Walker takes place Saturday evening.

The festival continues from noon – 5
p.m., Sunday, May 18.

For more information, call 432-687-
1149 or go to www.myspace.com/art-
sassemblyofmidland. 

Online registration 
for Kids’ College 
now underway

Midland’s favorite summer enrich-
ment program for 1st through 6th
graders brings 12 new classes to the
kids of Midland.  

The new courses include, among
others, Drumming Up a Storm!,
Wonders of Polymer Clay, LEGO®
Engineering, Cooking Up a Story and
Chemistry Gone Wild.  

Session I is from June 2-12 and
Session II is from June 16-26.  

Online registration begins April 8 at
www.midland.edu/kidscollege.  

Photo by Chris Speight
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