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Time changes

Daylight Saving
Time begins at
2 a.m., Sunday,
March 9.

Remember to
spring forward
and move your
clocks  ahead
one hour before going to bed on
Saturday night. DST will be in
effect until Nov. 2, 2008.

Circle Drive open

Chaparral Circle Drive is now
open but drivers are cautioned to
drive carefully as construction
projects continue around campus.

MC closes
for Spring Break

Midland College will close for
Spring Break and Easter begin-
ning Monday, March 17 through
Monday, March 24. Classes
resume at 8 a.m., Tuesday, March
25.

Beschloss/Smith
speak March 13

The Davidson Distinguished
Lecture Series presents, presiden-
tial historians, Michael Beschloss
and Richard Norton Smith speak-
ing on “Dialogue on the
Presidency” at 7:30 p.m.,
Thursday, March 13, 2008 at the
Al G. Langford Chaparral Center.

Free tickets are available online
at http://www.midland.edu/events/
or by calling 685-4526 and can be
picked up at the Midland College
Foundation office in the Peve-
house Administration Building,
Room 141.

AERQOS, March 25

The Phyllis & Bob Cowan
Performing Arts Series presents
AERQS, a breathtaking fusion of
theatre, art and athleticism, at 7
p.m., Tuesday, March 25, 2008 at
the Al G Langford Chaparral
Center.

Due to spring break and Easter,
MC offices will be closed March
17-24. The last day to order tickets
by phone or online for AEROS is
March 12. Tickets may be picked
up on March 25 at the Midland
College Foundation office in the
Pevehouse Administration Build-
ing, Room 141.

Students honored

Students who achieved academ-
ic excellence during the spring and
fall 2007 semesters were honored
at a reception on Feb. 26. More
than 120 students made the Pres-
ident’s List which takes a 4.0
grade point average while carrying
12 plus hours. More than 130 stu-
dents qualified for the Dean’s List
which takes at least a 3.5 grade
point average while carrying 12 or
more hours.

Hispanic group
offers scholarships

The Hispanic Association of
Colleges and Universities will
award more than $350,000 to eli-
gible students who demonstrate a
financial need, meet program cri-
teria and attend a HACU-member
institution at the time scholarship
awards are made (Midland Col-
lege is a member of HACU).

Interested applicants can find
scholarship information and an
online application at https://schol-
arships.hacu.net/applications/appl
icants/.

Deadline for applications and
supporting documentation is May
23, 2008. Scholarships will be
awarded in August.

For more information, please
call (210) 692-3805 ext. 145.

Chaparral Royalty

Photo courtesy of Jan Reed. MC student activities

Queen Laura Ramirez and King Chad Madrid after the announcement
of the homecoming winners during the half-time of the Chaps vs.
Wranglers game on Feb. 21. Ramirez and Madrid respresented SIP
(Student in Philanthropy) and won by popular student vote. In the
Chaps’ final home game they beat Odessa College 87-79.

By Rebekah Karth
Staff Reporter

“l predict we’re probably going to
see a higher than wusual 18-21
turnout,” said Terry Gilmour, associ-
ate professor of government at
Midland College.

The passage of the 26th
Amendment to the United States
Constitution in 1971 extended voting
rights to citizens who were 18.

The highest voter turnout in a pres-
idential election by those in the 18-24
age bracket occurred in the 1972 pres-
idential election, with 52.1 percent of
citizens in that age bracket voting

Campus recycling
effort begins anew

By Chris Speight
Staff Reporter

Several times in the past, recycling
has been discussed both formally and
informally on the Midland College
campus.

Last month, recycling was on the
agenda of the Faculty Senate.
President Katherine Allen, speech
instructor, and members Claudia
Hinds, assistant professor of biology,
and Terry Gilmour, associate profes-
sor of government, initiated the latest
movement.

The faculty senate approved a recy-
cling program and formed a commit-
tee headed by Hinds.

The current campaign is being man-
aged by a group of faculty members,
with additional help provided by
Student Government and Students in
Philanthropy.

“This program will not work if stu-
dents are not involved,” Hinds said.

Student, Rebekah Karth, has been
involved with recycling since she
stepped off a bus from Michigan in
August of last year and saw aluminum
cans in the trash can.

“In Michigan, you can turn these

according to figures at
www.youngvoterstrate-
gies.org.

Since that time, voting
in the same age bracket
decreased gradually until
the 1992 election when
48.6 percent voted. \oter

John McCain Tuesday clinched
the Republican nomination.
Clinton won primaries in Texas,
Ohio and Rhode Island, halting
Obama's winning streak. Obama
won in Vermont.

turnout in the 18-24 age

bracket decreased to a low of 35.6
percent in 1996, but rebounded to
46.7 in 2004.

Higher turnout in the latest election
could have been influenced by war in
Irag, Gilmour said.

The 1992 election, which had a

high turnout of young voters, was
won by Bill Clinton, who “was pretty
young, dynamic, much like Barack
Obama,” Gilmour said. “Obama’s
definitely getting the younger vote.”
If a voter is registered in another
Texas county from the one where they
will be on Election Day, “you can

Spring Break plans vary among

By Ashley Worley
Staff Reporter

Spring break is just around the cor-
ner and Midland College students
have plans varying from sleeping to
working in an orphanage.

Having a good time is most often
the theme for spring break.

“l think people are going to hang

out with friends, see movies and
party,” said student Carl Dennis.

Student Chelsea Varner agreed. “I
am going to Lubbock to visit some
friends,” she said.

Friends and parties aren’t the only
ways to have fun over spring break.
For some going to an air show to see
the Thunderbirds is where the excite-

ment lies.

“1’m going to an air show,” said MC
student Triston Hudgins. “I am a pilot
and I love this kind of stuff,” he said.

Sleep and work appear to play a big
role in spring break as well.

“l haven’t talked to anybody that
has special plans; probably most will
sleep and work,” said MC student

same cans in for 10 cents a piece,”
Karth said.

Karth wrote an English research
paper last semester that outlined steps
to solve the “recycling problem.” The
first step she proposed was to educate
students and faculty of the benefits of
recycling; the second is to provide a
means to make recycling easier for
everyone.

These are the steps that are being
implemented in the program, accord-
ing to committee members. Members
have already started to educate col-
leagues and students on the new pro-
gram with several meetings and
luncheons.

Although various students, student
groups and faculty have attempted to
initiate recycling campaigns at
Midland College before, none have
had the support in donations of this
campaign, Hinds said.

“We have office containers donated
from Ken Riley, MC physical plant
director,” Hinds said. “An anonymous
Keep Midland Beautiful donor pro-
vided several 30-cubic-yard contain-
ers that will go in parking lots.”

See Recycle, page 3

Higher voter turnout of 18-24 year olds expected

request that a ballot by mail be sent to
you,” according to the Texas
Secretary of State Web site.

Residents of states outside of Texas
should check their state’s guidelines
for absentee voting and can “check
the  National  Association  of
Secretaries of State page for other
state Web sites,” said the Web site of
the Texas Secretary of State.

Information about any of the candi-
dates is a click away with the Internet,
Gilmour said, and she recommended
visiting the candidates’ Web sites and
watching “the debates on television,”

See Voters, page 3

students

Miriam Craney. “The first half of the
break I am going to Sea World. After
that 1 am going to sleep a lot,” she
said.

“My plan for spring break is to
sleep and work,” said Melody
Wiseman, also an MC student.

However, there is at least one stu-

See Spring Break, page 3

‘Big Top’ plays at Chap Center

By Justin McGill

Page Editor
Hoola-hoop cowgirls, male and
female acrobats, clowns and

Spongebob Squarepants were among
the many attractions under the big top
of the Al G. Langford Chaparral
Centerat this year’s edition of Circus
Gatti.

Circus Gatti, derived from the
American Continental and Canadian
International circuses and founded by
Major Matthew J. Gatti in 1963, has
been performing at Midland College
for more than 20 years.

This year’s performances spanned
over Sunday and Monday evenings,
and included a horse/pony showcase,
male and female acrobats, a juggler, a
dog showcase, a lady with a boa con-
strictor, Spongebob Square-pants,
Patrick Star, pony/elephant rides,
Poderito the clown and the almost
human gorilla.

Christiana Velez, 4, said that the act
she liked the most, was the lady acro-
bats that “twirled in the air.”

Alexis Polk, 3, said that she liked
seeing Spongebob Squarepants and
Patrick.

One act that was “death defying,”
was the Extreme Metal Ball Riders,
who rode motorized dirt bikesin a

See Circus, page 3

Photo collage by Justin McGill
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