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ExpressExpress
Deadline today
for math 
scholarships

The MC math department will award
several math scholarships to students
enrolling in transfer-level math classes
at MC or transferring to a four-year uni-
versity with a declared major in math.
Criteria will be based on achievement in
math classes as evidenced by grades,
math instructor recommendations and
future plans. Applications are available
in the math lab, MHAB 124, or from
MC math instructors. The deadline is
April 17.

Relay for Life 
at MC tonight

Midland College is hosting American
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life on cam-
pus from 7 p.m Friday, April 17- 7 a.m.
Saturday, April 18. Students, faculty,
staff and community groups will be
raising funds for the American Cancer
society.
MC students
assigned new IDs

MC students have been assigned new
ID numbers as an enhanced security
measure. The new numbers have been
sent in a message to students’ MC e-
mail accounts. User name and password
to Blackboard and MC e-mail accounts
will not change at this time. Campus
connect can be accessed with the new
ID number. Students will not have to get
a new student ID card. 

The MC Students in Philanthropy
Grant Awards ceremony will be held at
noon, Monday, April 20, in rooms
110/111 in the MHAB.

Study Skills
Seminar April 21

One Study Skills Seminar remains for
the semester: 12:30-1:30 or 6-7 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 21, MAHB 210—
VOCABULARY BUILDING/WORD
POWER. Classes are taught by Nancy
Hart, director of admissions, Bachelor
of Applied Technology Program.

Earth Day Fun
Fair April 22

MC’s recycling committee is hosting
an Earth Day Fun Fair from 11 a.m.-2
p.m., Wednesday, April 22, at Beal
Plaza.

The event will include refreshments,
a dodge ball tournament, an art contest
and a dunking booth. Tentative schedule
for the dunking booth:
11:15 Tommy Ramos

:30 Andrea Zabel
:45 Ron Jones

12:00 Marihya Houck
:15 Richard Jolly
:45 Chris Mudge
1:00 Jennifer Whilden
:15 Forrest Allen
:30 Ann Leach
:45 Kim Boone

2:00 Martin Garcia

The awards ceremony for the 21st
Annual Hilda Simmons Levitt Poetry
Contest is planned for 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday, April 23, in the Wagner and
Brown Auditorium in the Allison Fine
Arts building. The winners will be
announced and this year’s judge, Thom
Saterlee, will give a poetry reading dur-
ing the ceremony. This event is free and
open to the public.

Chappapalooza will be held from 5-8
p.m. on Thursday, April 23. 

The event will include outdoor games
and activities.

Events such as Sumo Wrestling, laser
tag and tug of war will take place near
the Jack E. Brown Dining Hall near the
dorms.

Photo by Jessica Garcia

Children from the Helen L. Greathouse Child Development Center entertain the crowd with a song during the
open house for the new facility on April 8.

Logan Bawcom smiles for the
cameras after signing a letter of
intent to attend the University of
Texas at Arlington where he will
continue his student athletic
career and play baseball.

Other MC athletes also signed 
letters of intent on April 8 
including: Ariadne Alcantara, 
who will play volleyball at the
University of Alabama-
Birmingham; Anessa Garcia, 
who will play softball at  Briarcliff
University in Iowa; Charleen
Romero, who will play softball at
Lubbock Christian University; 
and Kristen Marris, who will play
softball for Temple University.

Photos courtesy of MC athletic department

MC athletes sign letters of intent

By Jessica Garcia
and Lauren Disney
Staff Reporters

Children recited the Pledge of
Allegiance and then sang to the crowd
under the portico of the new Helen L.
Greathouse Child Development
Center (HLGCC) during the open
house on April 8.

The new center, located on the
southeast side of campus near the
physical education, was made possi-
ble by Greathouse’s earlier endow-
ment to Midland College and by con-
tributions from the 2005 $41.8 million
bond issue.

The previous Greathouse building
was equipped to handle up to 52 chil-
dren and the new 10,838 square-foot
facility is set to handle up to 128 chil-
dren on a weekly basis. Children cur-
rently enrolled at the previous center
have already moved into the new cen-
ter and additional children will be able
to enroll in the new school year.

The new building features five
classrooms for ages two months up to
five years old. It also contains a mod-
est-sized kitchen, play areas, lobby
and observation rooms with wireless
headsets to listen to the children. 

Some high school, nursing and psy-
chology students are able schedule
visits to the new center to learn about
the children’s behaviors without inter-
rupting classroom activities. The cur-
riculum is specifically designed to be
“developmentally appropriate” and
the new three-year-old classroom
even contains computers. 

“It’s a big difference from the old
one we had,” said Rita Stotts, child
care director. “It came out better than

I had expected.”
Stotts said she had done some col-

laboration work with architects and
was pleased with how well the build-
ing turned out.

“The new building has more rooms
that will soon have infants, toddlers,
two year olds, a three year old class-
room and four and five year olds
together,” Stotts said. 

The new facility also has a bigger

playground so that the children have
more room to play. The playground
has synthetic grass where the children
can play without worrying about get-
ting cuts or germs, Stotts said.

Security at the new center is a high
priority, Stotts said, with cameras at
the main entrance, in the hallways and
classrooms, as well as outside. Staff
members can now monitor visitors
and all the children’s activities. They

are trained to handle emergencies and
are scheduled to have safety drills on
a regular basis. 

Many visitors to the new center’s
open-house recalled fond memories of
Greathouse and her legacy at MC. In
1985, she assisted the college in fund-
ing its first children’s center, which
was  much   smaller,  containing  only 

See Greathouse, page 4

By Peyton Roye
Page Editor

The sky was partly cloudy, the tem-
perature was comfortable and the
laughs were plentiful at the 14th
Annual Science Extravaganza on the
Midland College campus April 3. 

The extravaganza is an event held
each spring, that “shows students sci-
ence is not just in a text book, science
is everywhere,” said Claudia Hinds
assistant professor of biology.

MC welcomed approximately 2,000
students from the Midland
Independent School District, the sur-
rounding areas as well as students
being home schooled. 

“We host mainly sixth graders, but
of course with home schooling, ages
can vary,” Hinds said.

Science exhibits were set up from
the Dorothy and Todd Aaron Medical

Science building all the way to the
Abell-Hanger Science Faculty build-
ing.

At each station students observed
science as it happens in everyday situ-
ations. 

The various stations featured sub-
jects such as biology, microbiology,
genetics; math and physics just to
name a few. 

Volunteers were present at each
exhibit, explaining their respective
post to each group of students.

Texas Tech’s Hydrogen Fuel Cell
car made its way to the MC campus
running on ethanol and hydrogen. 

The vehicle was a $250,000 project,
built as an entry in “Challenge X”, a
competition involving four year insti-
tutions. 

Still part of an evolving technology,
the hydrogen battery powers all elec-

tric elements of the car. The Tech stu-
dents also developed a fuel for the
engine which was only 15 percent
gasoline. The other 85 percent is
ethanol.

Officer Woodruff, of the Midland
Police Department, offered his servic-
es by hosting the “Fatal Vision”
demonstration. The demonstration
allowed students to observe the differ-
ent levels of intoxication via the use
of goggles that have been modified to
portray a likeness of being under the
influence. Students essentially partici-
pated in a field sobriety test. 

“It helps get the message across that
it is not okay to get behind a motor
vehicle after drinking,” Woodruff
said.

Representatives from Citiband also
attended with a shopping experiement
to teach students the value of budget-

ing and saving. Other community
exhibitors, such as the National
Weather Service and the Permian
Basin Petroleum Museum were pres-
ent with hands-on demonstrations.

In making the event run as smooth-
ly as possible, MC received help from
members of the community, volunteer
students and faculty. 

Students who volunteered were
generally given the task of herding.
“herders” as they were referred to,
escorted the groups of students to the
various posts within the extravaganza.
Students who volunteered also
received extra credit in science and
math.

As the visiting students came in
shifts, so did the help. The day’s fes-
tivities were divided into three time
frames, 9-11 a.m., 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and
1-3 p.m.
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