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Karth named
EP editor

Rebekah Karth has been named
editor of El Paisano for the
remainder of the semester. This is
Karth’s third semester in the pro-
gram. She also serves as president
of the MC student government
association and is a member of
Students in Philanthropy. She is
also the student representative on
the Learning Resource Center,
Recycling and Mission Statement
college committees.  

Everyone is invited to the
Transfer Day, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 25, Amistad
Atrium, MHAB. Several area uni-
versities will be represented. Free
pizza and soft drinks.

A forum on the campus tobacco
policy will be held from 1 - 3 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 25, in 101
MHAB. Free and open to the pub-
lic.

Student Services reports that the
identification machine is now
repaired. All students need a stu-
dent I.D., so stop by if you don’t
have one yet—in the lobby of the
Allison Fine Arts building. 

Midland College students,
employees, and friends who make
under $42,000 are encouraged to
participate in the Volunteer
Income Tax Preparation Assist-
ance (VITA) event planned at the
Midland College Cogdell
Learning Center, 201 W.
Florida, on the following
Saturdays: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Feb.
21 and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.., Feb. 28.

The free income tax prepara-
tion and e-filing are also available
at Casa de Amigos and Commu-
nity National Bank. Please call
Casa de Amigos at 682-9701 to
schedule an appointment. 

To schedule free FASFA prepa-
ration for the same or other dates,
please call 685-6023. This service
is provided by Midland College’s
Cogdell Learning Center staff.

The public is invited to attend
the President’s and Deans’
Reception to honor students who
have achieved academic excel-
lence for Fall 2008 at noon,
Monday, Feb. 23, in the Wagner &
Brown Auditorium, Allison Fine
Arts building.

The new Reading and Writing
Center will have a Mardi Gras-
themed open house from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb.
24 .The new lab is located in 182
TC annex. King cake and cookies
will be served.

“We’re not just for English and
reading students; we’re for anyone
who wants help with writing or
reading,” said Alison Porter, direc-
tor of the new center.

Deadline for filing an intent to
graduate is Feb. 27. Please go to
the registrar’s office in the Allison
Fine Arts building  to file.

The winners of the homecoming
float contest were: 1st Place:
International Students Club; 2nd
Place: Ambassadors; Most Crea-
tive: Student Government Assoc-
iation; and Spirit Award: Student
Services.

Texas’ Community College Day in Austin

College adds energy technology program

Almaguer, Edens referee when not in classroom
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Left: Elizabeth Mclellan and
William Nagy of the MC Film Club
were named Homecoming Queen
and King.
Photo courtesy of MC athletic department

Left: Juvon
Demerson shoots
over a Clarendon
defender during the
homecoming game,
Feb. 12. MC beat
Clarendon, 78-40.
See page 7 for full
story.
Photo courtesy 
of MC athletic department

Above: Junior Lady Chap Audrey Balch poses with the Lady
Chap sophomores Candice Kohn, Lyrell Barfield, Dymond
Morgan, LeeShantea Johnson and Mele Leasau. Audrey is a
second grader at Bush Elementary and the daughter of MC
employees Angela and Craig Balch. The sophomores were
honored at their last home game as Lady Chaps. Please see
page 7 for game story.

Photo courtesy of MC athletic department

Left: Many of MC’s international students pose with their
first-place winning float prior to the Homecoming Parade
around Chaparral Circle.                  Photo courtesy of Stan Jacobs

By Tatum Guinn
Staff Reporter

Some days when government
instructor Lee Almaguer and psychol-
ogy/sociology instructor David Edens
leave their classrooms, they head for
the gym. They are not “working out”
but working as basketball referees.

Edens referees high school basket-
ball games and is an umpire for soft-
ball games. Almaguer referees junior
high and some high school basketball
games. Both Almaguer and Edens are
a part of the Permian Basin Officials
Basketball Association.

“We officiate games all over West
Texas. We go from Forsan to Wink,
Alpine, Lamesa, everywhere,” Edens
said.

Edens’ debut as a referee started
back in college when he was the bas-
ketball manager for his team. He offi-
ciated the intramural basketball
games. He umpired his first softball
game in 1972. 

“To make money for college, my
dad told me I had to get a job. He sug-
gested that I try being an umpire for
softball. So I did, and I’ve been at it
ever since,” Edens said.

Almaguer said he has been officiat-
ing games since he was 15 years old.

“I became a referee back in high
school when I took an officiating class
in place of taking something like off
season,” Almaguer said.

Edens said his favorite part about
being an umpire is “watching the kids
get excited about something.” His
least favorite is “when its 100 degrees
outside, gear on and no breeze.”

Almaguer said his favorite part
about being a referee is “being able to
see old friends who coach and having
the best seat in the house at good

games.” 
He said his least favorite part is

ridiculous acting coaches.
“I can’t stand it when coaches think

they can act like Bobby Knight. It’s
not setting a good example for the
kids. They forget that the game is
about the kids and having fun,”
Almaguer said.

Edens said he has also had the
opportunity to umpire some Division I
college games and even the chance to
umpire the Olympic teams when they 

By Lauren Disney
and Rebekah Karth
EP Staff

More than 1,000 students and administrators from community col-
leges gathered at the Texas State Capitol to lobby for support from the
state legislature at Texas’ Community College Day.

Tuition and fees at Texas community colleges have increased 33
percent since 2003, while 70 percent of first-time college students
and 47 percent of all post-secondary students in Texas are at commu-
nity colleges, according to the Texas Junior College Student
Government Association.

“Funding for community colleges is an investment,” said Shane
Scott, president of TJCSGA.

“Education is the most important expense you will face other than
essential healthcare,” said State Senator Kel Seliger as he spoke in a
small meeting held at the Capitol before the rally with 35 Midland
College students in attendance, as well as students from Odessa
College, Howard College and the Southwest Institute for the Deaf.

Joining Seliger during the meeting were State Representatives
Tryon Lewis from Odessa, John Smithee from Amarillo and Joe
Heflin from Big Spring. All but Seliger said they had once attended
community colleges in their districts.

They also encouraged the students to consider careers in politics
and leadership roles after graduation. 

Photo courtesy of Stephanie VanCuren

Thirty-five Midland College students traveled to Austin for the Third Biennial Texas
Community College Day held on Feb 4. Some of the group posed in front ot the MC
bus near the Capitol. Other West Texas groups included students and faculty from
Odessa College, Howard College and the Southwest Institute for the Deaf.

By Rebekah Karth
Editor

An energy technology program that
is planned to incorporate instruction
in petroleum, wind and eventually
solar and nuclear energy technology
was approved last month by the
Midland College Board of Trustees.

“Energy is what the Permian Basin
is all about,” said Deana Savage, asso-
ciate vice-president of instruction at
MC.

Because the Permian Basin’s econ-
omy is dependent on the energy sec-
tor, those who want jobs in the area
should understand the field, Savage

said. 
The energy technology program is

not only designed for the needs of
today. 

“It is also for the economy of the
future, preparing people for alterna-
tive energy,” Savage said. “It is a mat-
ter of defining our economy in terms

of energy, not just oil.”
MC had known of the need for an

energy technology program for some
time, with employers wanting a pro-
gram, but MC “had to put the pieces
together the right way,” Savage said.
“The  missing   piece  was   the  high 

Energy Tech, page 3
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