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Wade to lead 
trip to Peru

The public is invited to discover the
wonders of the high altitude tropics in
Peru on a Midland College sponsored
tour that will leave on April 17 and
return on April 26. 

During the nine days participants
will explore the wonders of Lima and
Cusco, Peru including Machu Picchu
and the Sacred Valley. The course may
be taken for continuing ed credit or for
academic credit (Biol 2106).  

See itinerary at: http://www.maya-
exploration.org/study_midland_apr09.
php 

Total cost for the trip will be about
$3,500. Hotels, ground transportation,
etc is $1,850 for double occupancy;
course fee is $150 to MC and round
trip air flights from Midland to Cusco,
Peru are about $1,400.

For more information or to sign up
for the trip, contact Margaret Wade,
dean of math and natural science, 432-
685-4615.

Nurses pinned
in December

Some 84 students who completed
the college’s Associate Degree
Nursing (ADN) and Licensed
Vocational Nursing (LVN) programs
were pinned on Dec. 11. The ADN
program is a two-year nursing pro-
gram leading to the degree of
Associate in Applied Science. The 64
AND students completing the pro-
gram are prepared to take the National
Council Licensure Examination for
Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN-
CAT) for licensure as a registered
nurse. The 20 LVN students have
completed a 12-month program lead-
ing to a certificate.They are now qual-
ified to take the National Council
Licensure Examination for Practical
Nursing (NCLEX-PN), which in turn
allows the individual to become
licensed to practice as a vocational
nurse.

12,000 lbs. of
food donated

Student Activities Coordinator
Stephanie VanCuren reported that
according to Coach Delnor Poss who
helped with the pick-up and delivery,
the Canned Food Drive held in early
December brought in an estimated
12,000 pounds of food. It took eight
truck loads to carry everything from
the campus to the Food Pantry, plus
the ATC had more than 200 cans. The
Fox Science building collected the
most—5,798 cans. “You all are amaz-
ing,” VanCuren said

Financial aid
available

Attention students: if you are pursu-
ing any of the following degrees: civil
engineering, computer science,
management information, or com-
puter information systems (other
conditions do apply), please have
them to come to the Financial Aid
Office for scholarship information.

We have applications for the Minnie
Brown Conditional Grant Program—
sponsored by the TX Department of
Transportation.  The deadline is March
1st.

Legacy students
Last fall, 338 students attended MC

on the Midland’s Legacy Scholarship.
In return for the scholarship that pays
their tuition and fees, students are
required to do 40 hours of community
service. Each semester, scholarship
recipients are encouraged to write an
essay about their experiences. Five
students per semester are awarded an
additional $500 if their essay is one of
the winners. 

The fall Legacy Scholarship Essay
winners were: Justin Perez, Mackenzy
Conder, Cali Stone, Lauren Courtney
and Clair Anderson.

Since 1986, more than 8,500 stu-
dents have taken advantage of the
original Abell-Hanger Scholarship—
renamed Midland’s Legacy
Scholarship in 2004 when the Helen
Greathouse Charitable Trust became a
funding partner; the Chaparral
Foundation joined the partnership in
2006. The three agencies provide
more than $500,000 each year for the
scholarships.

Bush ‘buzzes’ crowd

Photo by Rebekah Karth

The plane carrying George W. and Laura Bush “buzzes” the downtown area before landing at Midland international Airport on Jan. 20. The
plane known as Air Force One during his presidency probably won’t be in Midland again. The Bushes attended a “Welcome Home” Rally
before traveling to their ranch in Crawford, Texas. The Bushes have purchased a home in the Highland Park area of Dallas. Please see page 8
for more pictures from the rally.

By Tiffany Taing
Staff Reporter

Midland College reported a record
high enrollment for Spring 2009 with
a total of 6,418 students, according to
MC Dean of Enrollment Management
Bob Haines. The final number for
Spring 2008 was 6,350 students.

Enrollment numbers this semester
can be attributed to the growing popu-
larity of online courses, which Haines
said, “helped quite a bit.” 

Enrollment for online classes for
the spring semester is up 273 students
compared to last year when 2,455 stu-
dents were enrolled in web-based
and/or Virtual College of Texas cours-
es. 

Web-based, or online classes, allow
students to conveniently complete

college courses through the use of the
Internet, according to the MC Web
site. 

“Convenient,” said MC sophomore
Jimmy Guzman, is one of the main
advantages of online classes. Even
though online classes require more
discipline and responsibility, Guzman
said he liked the outlines, deadlines
and easy accessibility of the classes. 

“[Online classes] don’t have a dead
set schedule, if something else comes
up,” Guzman said. “I realized that
between work and school, going to
class would be difficult … online
classes allow flexibility in my sched-
ule and make more time available.” 

Lee and Midland High dual-credit
enrollment numbers are reflected in
the current total, Haines said. 

According to the MC Web site,
dual-credit enrollment courses are
college courses that allow high school
students to earn both high school and
college credit for classes taken at the
same time. 

Dual-credit courses, also referred to
as concurrent courses, are fully trans-
ferable to public colleges and univer-
sities throughout Texas and generally
recognized at colleges and universi-
ties nationwide. 

According to a recent college-
board.com trend and news release,
more and more students are turning to
community colleges to save money,
thus increasing enrollment at commu-
nity and junior colleges across the
nation.

Most credit earned at a community

college can transfer to a four-year uni-
versity. 

The average tuition at a community
college in the 2007-2008 school year
was $2,360. In comparison, a public
four-year school was $6,185 and a pri-
vate four-year school cost $23,712. 

“I think more students are turning to
community colleges to save money,”
Haines said.

A few other statistics about the MC
student demographic:

•42 percent of students are male, 58
percent female

•About 60 percent of students are
freshmen, 40 percent sophomores

•The average age of an MC student
in 2009 is 27

•The average age of an MC student
in 2008 was 24

By Rebekah Karth
Page Editor

Midland College President Steve
Thomas is in a “honeymoon stage,” as
he has now finished his first semester
in the capacity of MC’s fourth presi-
dent. 

“It’s been a really fast semester—a
real whirlwind,” Thomas said as he
has been working to see where he fits
into the scheme of things at MC.

The way the Midland community
has embraced the college has
impressed Thomas. 

“To be back in Midland and under-
stand just how generous our commu-
nity is really, truly amazing to me,”
Thomas said.

Among Thomas’ plans for the
semester are working with legislators
in Austin. This has extra significance
this session with a shortfall expected

in the state budget that could cause
colleges to lose up to 10 percent of
funding, Thomas said. While the state
may not cut education funding that
drastically, Thomas is “not expecting
any growth” in funding. 

Also on the agenda is work on
MC’s re-affirmation with the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, increasing his involvement
in the community and dealing with
daily administrative tasks.

Since the time that Thomas was an
instructor at MC during the 1980s,
growth has occurred in the area of dis-
tance learning, which he said may
include additional courses in the
future. 

“Distance education is changing
everything we do,” Thomas said. 

Additional growth has also
occurred in the types of courses

offered at MC. 
“The number of programs that we

offer now in career and technical edu-
cation seems to be gaining momen-
tum,” Thomas said. 

This is important, Thomas said,
because there is a need for today’s stu-
dents to have post-secondary educa-
tion at some level, and this does not
necessarily have to culminate in a
bachelor’s degree. 

“Community colleges meet that
need,” Thomas said.

With the state’s “changing demo-
graphics MC must be more successful
in minority recruitment,” Thomas
said. When minority students do not
move up to the post-secondary level,
potential is lost, Thomas said.

One way that MC may reach out to
students about the importance of post-
secondary education is through an

early college high school that would
have a student body where many of
the students are “from a lower socio-
economic background,” Thomas said.
The school would “strictly focus on
scholarship and learning. I think it’s
going to be a real good thing,”
Thomas said.

Thomas’ personal life has also been
changing since he came back to MC.

Thomas’ mother, who currently
lives in Vernon, is on a waiting list at
Manor Park. She is 87 years old and
“still independent,” Thomas said. He
said his mother lived in the West
Texas area for many years and “still
has friends here.” 

Thomas’ daughter Lindsay will
graduate from the University of Texas
at Austin in May with a degree in
speech pathology, Thomas said. 

By Iline Tang and
Jessica Garcia
Staff Reporters

Most people know that a college
student wants to be successful in what
they pursue in the future, but how
does the student manage to become
successful in college while coping
with the stress it produces?

Midland College student services
along with Monster.com will host two
workshops on Feb. 11 that students
may want to attend in order to have a
successful future.

The workshops are titled: The
Ultimate Road Trip and The Ultimate
Money Skills. 

“The two workshops being present-
ed will prepare students for life out-
side of college,” said Dale Williams,
career counselor. 

To be prepared for what is in store
for students in their future, Williams
recommended that they attend each
workshop. Each presentation will
focus on choices students make to be
successful with career and financial
choices.

“The presentations will manage
transition of college and stress it may
cause for the students,” Williams said. 

Williams cautioned students about
money as a big part of becoming
stressed out during students’ college
life, especially with tuition costs, text-
book prices and personal item choic-
es.

“The Ultimate Money Skills will
teach the students how to keep debt
down from college and student loans
and proper use of credit,” Williams
said.

Now, students may wonder whether
or not these two presentations will
actually help make them successful in
the future. The Ultimate Road Trip
may teach students how to make good
choices on setting goals for their
future, on making good academic
decisions and managing time.

“The students will get information
on how to make good grades and
manage time effectively and informa-
tion on the big transition from high
school to  college and internships and 

Monster, page 3

See Thomas, page 3

College reaches record enrollment of 6,418

Monster.com chooses MC campus for workshops

Whirlwind first semester ends for new president
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