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MC needs support By Angie Wennerlind

I•ve always been a huge fan of
birthdays, Christmas and other vari-
ous holidays primarily for one reason.
All are occasions when I get gifts.

Last year, for the first time in my
life, the timing was right, and I had a
boyfriend when my birthday rolled
around. This naturally meant he had
the obligation of remembering it and
purchasing me a sickeningly sweet,
thoughtful girly gift. 

(For all the boyfriends reading, take
note.) Girly gifts include pretty things
like flowers, jewelry, chocolate, teddy
bears and perfume„all of which are
usually very well received by the
female population. 

This naturally excludes those
women who serve as rare exceptions
to the rule, like my mom, who, for
reasons I still don•t understand,
requested a chainsaw for Christmas a
couple of years ago. I•m not joking.

Anyhow, understanding this valu-
able gift-giving principle leads to bet-
ter decisions when making purchases.
Let•s look at a real-life example.

Joe wants to buy Sally a gift. He
heads to the appliance section with

visions of toasters and vacuums in
mind. Then little Joe remembers the
valuable information he received
when he read my newspaper column.
In a rare intelligent breakthrough, Joe
realizes that his girlfriend would
rather have a bikini wax than receive
a gift as unromantic as the deluxe,
self-cleaning Toastermate 1000.

Anyhow, my boyfriend didn•t grasp
this important concept.

A few days before my birthday, he
started dropping hints about his enig-
matic gift. He gave me vague infor-
mation, which fueled my curiosity. I
probed, trying to figure out what on
earth it could be. 

The big day arrived and I became
worried when I saw the box. It was
the size of a medium-sized TV and
certainly had me guessing in those
anxious moments before I opened it.
My only hope was that the package
contained the world•s largest dia-
mond.

Instead, I found myself trying des-
perately to mask my disappointment
as I stared down at the atrocity. 

•A fish tank? No, it•s just the box

he wrapped it in. Certainly he would-
n•t get me a fish tank. He wouldn•t. I
mean why would he? I hate fish. They
smell. Hmm, stop thinking, smile, act
excited.Ž Such were my initial
thoughts.

Never having been able to keep a
poker face, fish-tank boy (as he was
quickly dubbed) knew I was dissatis-
fied.

In the end, however, I convinced
him that my family only appreciated
fish when they came in the form of
sticks, and that, well, I just didn•t
know if I could keep the tank. 

I love the scene found in the movie
A Christmas Story, when poor little
Ralphy, wanting nothing more than a
trusty B-B gun for Christmas,
receives an awful, pink bunny pajama
suit from his aunt. 

In my fish-tank moment, I felt his
pain.

Thankfully, more recent gift
exchanges have been kinder to me. I
must say though, I envy Ralphy a lit-
tle. After all, in the end he got his B-
B gun. I•m still waiting on the world•s
largest diamond.

Question Why?
by Ruby Moore

Why don•t people talk to each other? I mean more than just
chit-chatting about the weather and that movie that came out last
week and the •oh, did you see that guy walk by?Ž comments. 

Few people seriously sit down and have a conversation with
someone about what is going on in their life.

Are people really that distrusting? Are they afraid to tell some-
one something personal for fear that they are going to blab it to
their friends? Or are people just not willing to admit that they
have problems?

I was talking with someone the other day, and we got into
some pretty deep conversation topics. But the further we delved
and the more questions he asked, the more I shut down and start-
ed blanking out. 

I trust the guy, and I know he•s not going to go blab what we
talked about, but at the same time, I didn•t want to say anything. 

Was I afraid he would try to psychoanalyze me? Maybe, he did
have that •psychologist lookŽ on his face. I was more afraid that
if he saw the inner-workings of the person called Ruby he would
become psycho himself. Contrary to popular belief, I do have a
dark side.

People are like duck tape: there is a light, sticky side that no
one ever sees, and there is a slick side that people like to draw
pretty designs on to cover up the true silver color.

Why don•t we show the sticky side of the tape? It•s a boring,
dull, gray color that never changes. People prefer the slick side.
It is the best side of the tape. It can be changed to suit the per-

son•s needs. It can be blue one day, red the next and striped in
between. It can bend and be molded into any shape it needs to be.
But it•s the sticky side that holds the slick side in place.

In the same way, most people don•t show their •sticky sideŽ.
They are afraid they will be found boring. Instead they would
rather mold themselves to fill a spot in the group. 

They change their appearance to be unique„like the person
next to them. What they don•t realize is that their sticky side it
still there and, eventually, someone will peel the tape off the wall
and see the sticky side.

Why don•t we open up and let our sticky sides be seen? Is it
because people are afraid they•ll look the same as everyone else?
No, every piece of duct tape has a different appearance after it•s
been stuck to a surface for an extended amount of time. People
are the same way. 

Different experiences cause us to look and act differently than
anyone else around us. Is it because our sticky side might not be
as attractive as our slick side? 

Possibly, but even though your sticky side shows all the bad
things you•ve been stuck to, it also reveals that you lived through
those times and discloses the fact that you•ve been stuck to some
good surfaces, too. The most likely reason that people are afraid
to open up and talk to others is because they are afraid their
sticky side might attract that person and then they will be stuck
with a good friend they can talk to.

Why?

I was watching one of my favorite tele-
vision shows recently, and it raised an
interesting point. Cell phones have been
shown to cause cancer in white lab rats.
Maraschino cherries have been shown to
cause cancer in white lab rats. Red meat
has been shown to cause cancer in white
lab rats. 

Has anyone ever discussed the fact that
perhaps white lab rats are genetically sus-
ceptible to cancer? 

What is left on Earth that will not kill us
in some form or fashion? 

There is a local debate about whether or
not to ban smoking in public places such
as restaurants, bars and within 15 feet of
store/business fronts. 

Is this just another attempt by the peo-
ple who have no business in other peo-
ples• affairs trying to rule with an iron fist,
or is this a legitimate beef on behalf of
those who do not want the aggravation of
dealing with the cigarette smoke wafting
into their wheat germ and artichoke soup?

I think it is a little from Column-A and
a little from Column-B. 

I understand that when I am enjoying
my 16 oz. rib eye steak„thrown on the
grill just long enough to hear the cow
scream and then taken off„with a baked
potato„covered in butter, bacon bits,

good ol• Wisconsin sharp cheddar cheese
and enough salt to choke a horse„and
broccoli covered with gallons of cheese
(have to have those vegetables) I do not
want to have cigarette smoke disrupting
my coronary.

Gregory Bartha, a local doctor, wrote a
letter to the editor in the Sunday, Feb. 6,
Midland Reporter-Telegram saying,
•West Texans are fiercely protective of
their individual rights, but when an activ-
ity causes harm to others, it should be
banned.Ž

Well, if that is the option a medical doc-
tor is suggesting, then I think we should
take it to heart. Here are a few other sug-
gestions to ban activities that cause harm
to others: 

Ban people from talking on their cell
phones while driving.

Ban anyone under the age of 21 and
older than 55 from driving. 

Ban the liberal democrats who say that
oil is not as important as the environment.

Ban those people who said that The
Passion of the Christwas the greatest
movie of all time and that all other movies
should be cast into perdition for being acts
of heresy on the part of Hollywood. 

Ban Starbucks.
Ban Loop 250, or at least the people

who do not yield when the sign tells them
that they are supposed to yield. 

Ban liberal columnist who just want to
vent their frustrations through their
columns.

Waitƒ strike that last one.
Ban the left-wing lunatics who won•t

repeal the Second Amendment. 
Ban smoking during full moons or on

sunny days. 
Ban green cigarette lighters and yellow

matchbooks
Ban the Washington Redskins, the San

Francisco 49ers and the New York
Yankees from playing their respective
sports again. 

Ban that bird that keeps •doing his
businessŽ on my car.

These are just a few suggestions that
could improve the quality of life immea-
surably if implemented immediately. 

As far as the smoking ban in Midland,
if I had to choose„and I will express my
opinion on this gross misuse of a public
office when the time arises„I would
rather sit in a room with Joe Camel and
the Marlboro Man while the building was
on fire with Fidel Castro sitting on an
industrial smokestack smoking a cigar the
size of Florida before I would go to
Starbucks.

As current students at Midland College we see the crowded park-
ing lots and classrooms. We are witnesses to the need of updated sci-
ence labs and facilities.

Anyone who has spent time waiting in the Student Services area of
Scharbauer Student Center knows that more space is needed to alle-
viate crowding and to better serve the students.

Statewide networking with the Lonestar Educational and Research
Network will allow students to have access to more than 30 Texas
colleges and other research institutions nationwide. 

Expanding the library is also long overdue. Expansion will allow
students access to more resources.

Childcare center expansion to serve more children, a hangar facil-
ity for aviation programs, new water lines, a physical plant and a
warehouse with offices and shops to better maintains the 215-acre
campus„these are all warranted.

The initial campus plan was to serve 3,000 students. MC continues
to grow and has 6,274 duplicated enrollments representing 5,825 stu-
dents this semester.

Most of the buildings on the campus were built in the 1970s. Even
though the administration has done a good job of •updatingŽ older
buildings as enrollment grew, it is true that former closets are now
classrooms and faculty offices.

On Tuesday, the college•s board of trustees passed a measure to ask
voters to approve a $41.8 million bond issue in May. The college has
only attempted to pass two bond issues, both of which passed in the
1970s. The last bond issue election was in February 1976. Midland
voters approved a $6.3 million bond to build Chaparral Center, build
a 27,000 square-foot addition to the occupational-technical building
and to build an academic/fine arts building. 

Since 1976 Midland College has had steady growth, building addi-
tional buildings including three residence halls without asking
Midland voters to fund any of the additions. The Midland communi-
ty has been very generous when donating to the college. Both
•needsŽ and •wantsŽ have been achieved without burdening proper-
ty owners. More than $76 million in private funding and federal
grants have contributed to building and program expansion.

Though Texas community colleges have enrolled more post-sec-
ondary students than four-year universities since the mid-1990s, state
appropriations have been cut as much as 17 percent over a two-year
period. Yes, we hope that the Texas Legislature will heed the call
from community colleges and increase funding, but until then the
burden of funding community college education has shifted to stu-
dents through tuition increases and to taxpayers.

Midland College has helped thousands of West Texans make their
lives better. From the 17-year-old students to the 80-year-old stu-
dents, the college serves all with qualified instructors, good facilities
and a beautiful campus.

As students, taxpayers and community members, we support the
bond election. Officials have said that the likely tax increase for an
average home would be $40 - $47 each year for 20 to 25 years. 

Yes, that may sound like a lot of money to some; but it is less than
$50 a year. Can•t we afford to help a place that has helped so many
of us?
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By Ruby Moore
Co-Editor

•We•re in danger of having to increase
prices in tuition and fees,Ž said David
Daniel, president of Midland College,
•which may make it impossible for some
to come. Financial aid can only go so far
and that•s a shame.Ž

After funding was reduced during the
last legislative session, community col-
leges across Texas have been forced to
find alternative methods of raising the
funds necessary to keep the schools open.

•If you take funding out of one source,
it has to come from somewhere else,Ž said
Jan Reed, director of student services. •At
community colleges that source is proper-
ty taxes to the community college district
and tuition increases.Ž

According to Daniel, about one-third of
the funding for MC comes from local
taxes, one-third comes from tuition and
fees and the other one-third comes from
the state. If the state cuts its funding, one
of the other two sections has to increase.

••It•s time for them to reassess and
reevaluate their position on that,Ž Daniel
said.

•There is a basic philosophy that legis-
lators answer to their constituents,Ž Reed
said.

For that reason 110 MC students and
faculty members traveled to Austin Feb.
17 to see a live legislative session and
meet with their legislators.

•We•ll be able to do a little bit of lob-
bying to see if we can impact the funding
for community colleges,Ž said Lee
Almaguer, MC government instructor.
•Seeing the products of a community col-
lege will speak volumes in what they
decide.Ž

During this one-day trip students from
MC will join with more than 1,000 com-
munity college students from across the
state to encourage their legislators to sup-
port community college funding.

•It is important for students to voice
support of community colleges and see as
many of the legislators as possible and
urge the legislators to support community
colleges,Ž Daniel said. •If we keep reduc-
ing the amount of support for community
colleges then ultimately one day they
wouldn•t be paying anything for the job
we•re doing in the state of Texas.Ž

More than 500,000 students are
enrolled in community colleges across the

state, making this the largest sector of edu-
cation.  One goal that Daniel said he has is
to place community college funding in the
top three things that need to be taken care
of, once and for all.

•Its time for them to invest in our insti-
tutions. We know it•s a tough time for leg-
islatures. We know health and human
services demands attention and we know
the public school system demands atten-
tion, but we•d like to be put in the
topthree,ŽDaniel said.

If students don•t voice their opinions
future options will be greatly limited, not
only at the community college level but at
the university level as well, Daniel said.

•Some [community colleges] are hav-
ing to turn students away because they
don•t have enough classes and that•s not
good for the students,Ž said Francisco
Villa, vice president of the MC Student
Government Association (SGA). •They•ll
think about us next time they•re running
because young people are starting to vote
and we can take them out.Ž

As Daniel stated, community college
students who transfer to four-year univer-
sities do just as well, if not better, on their
grade point averages and are more likely
to receive a baccalaureate degree within
two years of transferring than those stu-
dents who start their freshman year at that
university.

If fees and tuition are raised at the com-
munity college level, fewer people will be
able to attend which lessens the number of
people who successfully complete a
degree at a four-year institute.

•It is best to keep [fees and tuition
prices] in the reach of all people because
that•s what community colleges are
about,Ž Daniel said.

In Austin, Almaguer said he hopes that
students will see that legislators are regu-
lar citizens, doing their job like 

everyone else. 
More importantly he hopes that stu-

dents will realize that •the average person
can also have a voice.Ž

Students will be encouraged to ask
questions and be able to respond to ques-
tions that they are asked. 

One of the most important reasons for
students to go to Austin is so that a change
can be made. 

•The best thing we can do to change
[funding issues] is to make sure that the
people who are elected to make those

decisions hear from their constituents,Ž
Reed said. •So this is our opportunity to
take students to the people who represent
them.Ž

•It•ll be pretty cool to be in the House
of Representatives and get to meet the leg-
islators,Ž said Will McAdoo, member of
MC SGA.

•We really just want to see their point of
view,Ž Villa added.

According to Reed, one misconception
that some students may have when they
hear the words •funding cutsŽ is that leg-
islators are anti-community colleges.
Legislators are dealing with a lot of tough
issues everyday. The biggest issue is how
to •divide the pie so that you have the
most coverage and do the best job.

•Would [Tom Craddick] vote to give us
an increase if there was money on the
table? I think absolutely,Ž Reed said.

Almaguer agreed that a lack of funding
is the biggest issue dealt with by legisla-
tors.

•The legislature doesn•t want to raise
taxes, that•s why they gave it back to us
and at the local level no one wants to raise
taxes there either so where are we going to
get the money? Someone•s got to fund this
and it should be at the state level,Ž he said.

If community colleges are forced to
raise their tuition people are cut out of the
market. A community college•s purpose is
to provide options to everyone, which
can•t be done without help, Almaguer
said.

MC students who are enrolled in gov-
ernment or history classes, or who are
members of SGA, were invited to attend
the event. One key factor to the large num-
ber of MC students attending is that fact
that each student is paying their own way. 

According to Almaguer, that shows that
these students are willing to make a sacri-
fice in order to be a part of this event.

•It feels good to feel like you•re making
a difference,Ž Reed said. •My goal is for
young people to have fun at the same time
that they•re learning something that will
help them become the people that they
have the potential to become and this trip
is one way to do that.Ž

Students are also encouraged to write
letters to their legislators, to Rick Perry,
governor of Texas, and to David
Dewhurst, lieutenant governor of Texas,
encouraging them to support funding for
community colleges. 

Austin trip will give Midland College students
chance to have their voices heard, to make change

By Cory Lehman
Staff Reporter

While the math mentoring program
at Midland College provides math
homework help for junior high and
high school students, it also gives
opportunities for scholarships to MC
math tutors.

The math mentoring program start-
ed seven years ago after MC began
receiving requests for tutoring help by
junior high and high school students
and their parents, said Debra
Vandergriff, math lab assistant. It was
a •good response to a definite
need,Žshe said.

The sessions are held at 5 p.m. and
6 p.m on Monday through Thursday.
Students enroll in eight, one-hour ses-
sions, which cost $100 a month. The
tutoring sessions are held in Room
132 of the Technology Center at MC.
Students are only allowed to attend at
their specified time. 

The program provides help for stu-
dents in the 8th through 12th grades
who are enrolled in algebra I, algebra
II, or geometry, though in the past,
there have been calculus classes as
well. New classes are incorporated as
the need arises, Vandergriff said. 

This year, nine students are enrolled
in the program. Algebra I and II are
being taught during these sessions. 

The size of the program has not
changed much over the last seven
years, Vandergriff said. The number of
sessions is not only determined by the
number of students but also the avail-

ability of tutors. 
•If student tutors with the right

quality and math skills are available,
more class sessions can be offered,Ž
said Vandergriff.

The math mentoring program has
two tutors right now: Pedro Falcon,
who graduated from MC and now
attends University of Texas of the
Permian Basin, and Leslie Olivas,
who is a sophomore at MC.  The
classes are kept small, which enables
the tutor to work individually with
each student, catering to the concepts
and problems that are unique to the
student•s class, tests and homework.  

•We cap each group at three or four
students, and in the past, if there was a
need for more sessions, more were
added.Ž Vandergriff said.

The math mentoring program is not
offered to MC students as they can
attend regular math lab hours through-
out the week. 

The math mentoring program
•helps our students apply for scholar-
ships with the money made through
the program,Ž Vandergriff said. Any
student may apply for the scholar-
ships, but the tutors are strongly
encouraged to apply as the selection
process is geared more toward them,
Vandergriff said.

The largest amount is a $500 schol-
arship.

The students may attend MC or
elsewhere on these scholarships.

For more information, contact the
math lab at 685-5522.

Math mentoring program lend
helping hand to area students 

Midland College offered local artists an Akua Kolor workshop con-
ducted by Gail Ayers. Akua Kolor is a water-based ink art form that is
less toxic than oil-based paints. The less-toxic ink is an alternative to
those people who no longer want to deal with the harmful effects of
conventional inks. Over an extended period of time, contact with the
certain oil-inks, solvents and fumes can deteriorate the lining of the
brain and leave lasting effects on the body, according to Ayers. 

•There are so many things in our environment that are harmful,Ž
Ayers said. •It•s just prudent, wherever possible, to reduce those
risks.Ž

Students use the monotype technique to work with these inks.
Monotype is a process where pigments are placed on •platesŽ and
moved around to create the desired effect. 

Susan Randle, MC art instructor, took a similar workshop in Austin
where she was introduced to Ayers. Randle reached Ayers through
Printmakers of Austin and asked if she would be interested in teach-
ing her workshop at MC. Artwork from the 12 artists who participated
in this workshop will hang in June in McCormick Gallery, AFA.

Photo by Randy Rodriguez

Corbitt exhibit now on display in MC gallery
By John Paul Martin
Staff Reporter

On display until March 3 in the McCormick Gallery is
Works by Dean Corbitt, a freelance artist/designer in
Dallas, Texas.

•My work is chance
encounters through a poly-
morphic door, Corbitt said.
The art is a diary of result-
ing conversations, encrypt-
ed in the unlikely language
of cut, paste and paint.Ž

One such display is
Grids and Probabilities of
Chance. According to
Corbitt, it is about con-
trolled chaos within a struc-
tured environment, two
things living in the same
place at the same time nd
patterns interlaced in global
cultures. The artist said it
is a series of paper collages
combining photography,
paint and printed paper.

•My work is about obsessions: exploring both real and
perceived imagery, embracing technology, manipulating
form.Ž

Grids are guidelines defining spatial limits for chance
occurrences. The pieces are object-oriented and photos are
occasionally embedded as a definitive source for graphic
responses.

Images are less about the objects themselves and more
about their origin and how they translate into my own icon-
ic language, Corbitt said. 

The process is akin to playing jazz; the work is started
with a general concept and played out with reference to a
particular point in time, past or present, he said.

The images explore several experiences: applied arts,
cultural iconary, technology and illusion. The graphic
experience deals with issues of proportion, color and form. 

•In advertising, you have to wear so many different suits
of clothes. That spirit carries over to the painting. I have so
many different explorations because I feel a constant push
to explore and to express things in a different way,Ž Corbitt
said.

He said that this body of work blends surface making,
photography, and digital printmaking and represents a
technological bonding. The resulting pieces are a combi-
nation of both real and illusionary texture. 

The work is produced on a hard surface to handle the
aggressive collage application process. A masonite base
holds textures applied with a carpenter trowel then modi-
fied with a belt sander and the intense rubbing of the gath-
ered materials into the surface. 

Frequently the images are •tiledŽ - very similar to the
technique of David Hockney•s photo collages in the 70s
and 80s where the overall image is made up of a series of
small details. Imagery is secondary to the exploration of
form and shape. 

•The images are visual one-liners because I•ve always

been more interested in design than content. I•m using
photographs and manipulating them to render my interpre-
tation of the event,Ž Corbitt said.

Another on-going series is a look at manhole covers
around the world. •I•ve been
fascinated with manhole covers
since I was a kid growing up in
New Mexico. I have pho-
tographed hundreds of them
during my travels over the
globe,Ž Corbitt said. •They are
often seen objects but mostly
ignored, stepped on, driven
over, overlooked. Their name is
unfortunate as well. It conjures
up images of underworld,
undercover, unpleasant.Ž

To understand this series
Corbitt paraphrased the late
Charles Kuralt in saying, •What

we see all the time we stop see-
ing, if you know what I mean.Ž

•If Charles [Kuralt] were
s t i l l
around he

could pen a lofty title for the lowly
object. For my purposes, they are
titled MHCs and are treated with all
the respect due any Iron Age icon,Ž
he said. 

They are universal utilitarian
objects found in the streets of Third
World countries and in the most ele-
gant landscapes of premier cities in
elite countries. They are both a transi-
tion and a barrier,Ž Corbitt said.

•Their design is a reflection of the
culture that produced them. They
contain all the visual food groups:
tactile attraction, design, geometry,
texture, icon simplicity and cultural
reflections. The images are treated as
still life - they are but one of my
obsessions,Ž he said.

For more than 25 years, Corbitt has
worked in both the fine arts as well as
the graphic design industry. 

He received a BA in advertising
design from Texas Tech in 1969 and
has done graduate study in printmak-
ing at Southern Methodist University. 

In addition to creating commis-
sioned work for advertising clients,
he said he continues to produce
images that are a clear reflection of
his personal experiences and vast
travels.

His mixed media collages and
drawings have been included in sev-
eral one-person and group exhibits
and corporate collections.

MC student Elizabeth Kelton stops to study one of
the art pieces in Works by Dean Corbitt.

Photo by Randy Rodriguez

Printmaking W orkshop
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Experienced
Tax Preparer

Taxes done starting at $20. 
E-filing available. 

Will pick up, if necessary.
Free pen with every return.

Call 694-0158 any time. 
Also, bookkeeping 

and notary services.

By Kelley Ricker
Staff Reporter

A cost-free, oil field training pro-
gram is available for Midland College

By: Rael Henson
Staff Reporter

In mid February, Midland College will
launch a new certificate program called
medical assisting.

According to Becky Hammack, dean of
the health science division, this program
will last eight or nine months and meet
through the summer. It will include such
courses as certified nurse•s assistant, phle-
botomy and other courses in preparation
for the national exam for medical assist-
ing.

The certificate will allow graduates to
work in doctors• offices doing a variety of
tasks. They will be taught how to do injec-
tions, draw blood and perform basic lab
procedures, as well as carry out office
duties such as billing and making appoint-
ments.

The classes for the new medical assist-
ing program will be from 9 a.m. … 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. It is designed to
be accessible to those who have children
in school who must be dropped off in the
morning and picked up in the afternoon.

The Williams Regional Technical
Training Center (WRTTC) in Fort
Stockton, an MC distance education cen-
ter, is also gaining a new program. The
•LVN-to-ADNŽ fast-track program will
give those who took the one-year course

for a licensed vocational nurse (LVC) the
chance to earn an associate•s degree in
nursing (ADN) and become a registered
nurse.

This is designed to benefit the rural
areas that are suffering from want of reg-
istered nurses, Hammack said.      

Except for the WRTTC in Fort Stockton
and the long-term care administration
course (which is online), the classes are
held at MC•s main campus. 

Students do hands-on clinicals in
Midland and Odessa hospitals and other
health care locations to gain practical
experience.

Nursing and radiography are the most
popular programs. They have the longest
waiting lists and are the most competitive,
according to Hammack. 

•I think a lot of that is because that•s
what•s been advertised in media,Ž
Hammack said.

•Everyone thinks that if you•re going
to go into health care you•re going to be a
nurse. Well, there are lots of other things
to do besides being a nurse and everybody
doesn•t need to be a nurse,Ž she said.

Most MC graduates have stayed in the
community. •Almost all of our students
get jobs when they get out,Ž Hammack
said.

•A few will leave. Most of them stay.

By Jason Rhode
Staff Reporter

Any student
who has taken a
biology class at
Midland College
knows of instruc-
tor Cindy
Cochran•s mena-
gerie of animals. 

There•s Evie,
the ball python;
Neo, the blue
tongue skink; and
Jerry Garcia, the
guinea pig.

But do students
know why the
animals are there,
where they came
from or what
Cochran feeds
them to keep them
all alive? 

•The animals are here mainly for
the Science Extravaganza,Ž Cochran
said.

Each spring the science depart-
ment along with volunteer students
hosts the MC Science Extravaganza. 

It is a science fair for elementary
school students who come from sur-
rounding areas to do various activi-
ties geared towards sparking interest
in the sciences. 

•They•re also used as models in
various lessons,Ž Cochran said.

Cochran•s animals come from

various places.
•We used to get our animals from

Midland Pet and Supply before they
closed.

Now, we get our exotics from
Adobe Wells on Highway 349 in
Midland and our domestics from
PetSmart. In the case of Neo, one of
my former students gave him to me
so students are also contributors,Ž
Cochran said.

And what does she feed all those
animals?

One would think mice and crick-

ets and
maybe some
lettuce„but
cat food?

• A g a i n ,
we go to
A d o b e
Wells for the
feeder mice
or rats that
Evie eats.
We get our
crickets and
fish food,
bedding and
aquar iums
from Pet-
Smart.

Some ani-
mals- - l i ke
Neo are fi-
nicky eaters,
but he•s con-
tent with cat

food so we can just go to Wal-Mart,Ž
Cochran said.

What about weekends and
breaks? Who takes care of the ani-
mals?

Cochran said that students who
have taken a liking to an animal or
who have knowledge about the ani-
mals come in to clean cages and to
feed and water them. 

Sometimes, Cochran takes an ani-
mal home with her for care, espe-
cially if the animal is to be observed
under doctor•s orders. 

Health science offers several areas of study

Animals of all shapes, sizes reside in biology labs

Evie, the ball python, poses for a picture while held by lab instructor 
Cindy Cochran .

Photo by Jason Rhode

People don•t want to leave this area. A
few will go to larger cities for a while,
maybe to the Metroplex, or they may go
to Houston or San Antonio, but most of
them stay here. They can get a job, and it•s
a good job, and they can stay where they
want to be,Ž Hammack said.

•Midland Memorial hires a lot of our
students,Ž Hammack said. •Health care
right now is one of the biggest fields for
actual jobs.Ž

Degree credit programs in the health
science division include radiography, res-
piratory care, vocational nursing, regis-
tered nursing, diagnostic medical sonog-
raphy, health information technology,
emergency medicine, child care and
development, long-term care administra-
tion and the new cosmetology program.

The continuing education programs
offered in the health science department
include certified nurse•s aid, phlebotomy
and massage therapy.  

The oldest program is vocational nurs-
ing. The newest is cosmetology, which
started this semester.  

According to Kay Floyd, health science
division secretary, there are 375 students
enrolled in all the programs in the health
science division. 

Oil field training now at MC
students through The Permian Basin
Energy Education Project (PBEEP).

The four-step training program cre-
ates job opportunities in the oil field
for MC students. 

Connie Beversdorf, assistant proj-
ect manager of the PBEEP, said, •Our
program helps those who are unem-
ployed, under employed or new to the
job market.Ž 

In March of 2003, Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchinson arranged government
appropriation for the start-up of this
non -profit program through the
department of labor. 

The program was initially allowed
funding through March 2005. 

Recently, the government agreed to
continue funding the program until
March 2006. 

•Most oil companies will not hire
job seekers who have not had proper
training or experience in the field,Ž
Beversdorf said. Officials of Key
Energy in Midland serve as instruc-
tors of the PBEEP training classes. 

Although Beversdorf said PBEEP
couldn•t guarantee that a student is
immediately hired into the oil indus-
try, it should open some doors for the
job seekers. 

PBEEP works closely with Key
Energy and UTI Patterson. Both com-
panies have hired students who have
completed the training program. 

The PBEEP training is sufficient

for out-of-state, off shore and over-
sees hiring with such large companies
as Midland•s Halliburton.

The course load consists of four
courses, each one-week long.
Students study all aspects of field
work which include safety, well serv-
ice, hands on training and drilling.
These instructional classes amount to
a total of 40 hours. The CPR and first
aid are the only two courses in the
program that must be taken every two
years for a renewal.  Cover-alls, pro-
tective hearing, safety goggles and
steel-toe boots are provided by the
PBEEP upon enrollment.

•The courses are generally taken
back to back; safety always comes
first,Ž Beversdorf said. 

More than 350 students have
enrolled in PBEEP since it offered its
first class in August 2003. 

Since January 2005, the PBEEP
statistics show that 258 students have
completed at least one class. 

•We will continue providing these
free services to MC students; we
encourage all students interested in
an energy occupation to take advan-
tage of this opportunity,Ž Beversdorf
said.

Upon completing the four courses,
the MC PBEEP refers each student to
oil companies for job opportunities.

Enrollment assistance is provided
at 687-5564.

Watch out for the next

El Paisano

April 8, 2005

By Ruby Moore
Co-Editor

Did you know that Midland College
had a Gnome Society? What about the
MC Anime Club? Students who attend-
ed the MC Spring Club Fair had the
opportunity to find out what these and
18 other clubs and organizations have to
offer.

•The goal [of club fair] is for clubs to
have access to students who might be
potential members and for students to
see what all they can be involved in,Ž
said Jan Reed, director of student activ-
ities.

The list of clubs who participated in
club fair includes the Respiratory Club,
Catholic Students Association, Baptist
Student Ministries, Psi Pi (the math and
science club), International Students
Club, Intramurals, Loco Chaps and
Student Government Association
(SGA).

•Club Fair is a good excuse to have
fun and meet new people,Ž said Richard
Hirth, SGA president.

Aside from the on-campus clubs, sev-
eral organizations from across the com-
munity also attended to give students
advice about financial security, making
wise choices and serving their commu-
nity. One such organization was
StopDWI, a group that has served
Midland and its surrounding areas for
the past 10 years.

The StopDWi program works in con-
junction with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission, Midland Police
Department and Department of Public
Safety to combat the problem of drink-
ing while intoxicated. The group also
works to assist the victims of the crime
as they journey through the court sys-
tem and work through the colleges, high
schools and elementary schools to pro-
vide information to students.

•We are here to educate young people
as to the harmful effects of alcohol use,
specifically drinking while intoxicated,Ž
said Charles Hodges, director of the
program.

Working along the same lines was the
Midland Coalition which had a booth
space set up to survey students and
adults on campus.

•Our goal is to determine the knowl-
edge and attitude that the community
has toward underage drinking,Ž said
Kelly Gully, a member of the coalition.

The Midland Coalition was formed in
2002 with a mission to build healthy
families, individuals and communities
by addressing substance abuse as a core
issue. The coalition has to submit 2,500
completed surveys from adults in the
community as well as college and high
school students in order to comply with
grant requirements.

•We are really trying to gain a broad-
er knowledge about where the commu-
nity stands in the issue of underage
drinking,Ž Gully said.

Along with gathering information
about on-campus clubs and community
programs, students were able to talk to
representatives of Midland Community
Federal Credit Union, Wells Fargo Bank
and Bank One about their financial
future. Tips were given about balancing
checkbooks, investing money wisely
and planning for the future.

•Club Fair has a fun atmosphere and
invites students in to learn what they
usually wouldn•t in class,Ž said Meghan
Wilson, SGA secretary.

Club Fair has been held once each
semester since before 1991 and
although the dynamics of the event have
changed, the main point is still to get
students involved, according to Reed. 

During the fall of 2004, non-profit
organizations were given an opportunity
to honor George and Gladys Abell dur-
ing Club Fair. 

The information that organizations
provided to students was pertinent to
helping them have a healthy college life
so it was decided that they would be
invited back to participate in future
fairs, Reed said.

The MC Jazz Band closed out the
festivities with a few songs.

Club Fair hosts 20 organizations

•I believe that learning can be and
should be fun,Ž Davis said. •I mean,
there•s a lot of work involved.
Sometimes, I feel like I•ve been to
school half of my life. But College
Classics is a great program. This is the
most fun I•ve had with a class in a
while, and it makes the college a more
integrated community as a whole.Ž

A poll from some of the seniors in
the American Indian class revealed
that other history classes-namely the
History of Islam, taught by Will
Morris, and the Historical Jesus,
taught by Bill Bucy-were also intro-
duced this semester and well-received. 

The College Classics program had

Classics
from page 1

provided the initial land and facilities
for the campus. 

The second bond passed in 1976.
This led to the completion of the
Allison Fine Arts building, the con-
struction of the Al G. Langford
Chaparral Center and an addition to
the technical building. 

The construction of the new build-
ings would cover a lot of the 215
acres owned by MC. 

Florer estimated that the construc-
tion and renovations should take
around four years. Completion of the
master plan will evolve the campus
into a figure-eight setting by adding a
second loop to connect with
Chaparral Circle and expand the cam-
pus northward.

The 18-project proposal includes
building the 71,195-square-foot aca-
demic classroom building, which will
create 36 new classrooms, three lec-

ture halls and 17 faculty offices. 
The bond will also cover: Phase 2

of the Fox Science Building, expan-
sion of the Scharbauer Student
Center, the addition of a graphic arts
classroom for the Allison Fine Arts
building and upgrade of the comput-
ers in the journalism lab in th AFA.

It will also allow for expansion for
the health science•s facilities, renova-
tions to the Cogdell Learning Center
in South Midland and expansion of
the side walls of the Murray Fasken
Learning Resource Center to create
more shelf room,.

Also, the bond will allow expan-
sion of the physical education facili-
ties to add a gymnasium, four rac-
quetball courts, a fitness center, a fit-
ness room and two new locker rooms.

The college will also add a pedes-
trian walkway„roughly half the size
a football field„that will connect the

proposed second loop to Chaparral
Circle.

Other items listed in the bond issue
include: enlarging the childcare cen-
ter to accommodate up to 175 chil-
dren, renovating the information tech-
nology, human resources and busi-
ness office areas and replacing the
existing water lines with four 10-inch
pipe systems.

Also, MC will join the Lonestar
Education and Research Network
(LEARN)„a high-speed, fiber optic
network connected to 31 Texas col-
leges and universities with other
research institutions.

The college will also replace obso-
lete physical plant equipment, add
warehouse space, offices and shops to
store surplus goods and build a new
38,950 square-foot hanger for the
professional pilot and aviation main-
tenance programs. 

Campus
from page 1

its inception in the spring of •89, and
since then has acquired many return
students as well as professors. 

•I•ve had Dr. Morris for 10-12
years, and he still won•t let me gradu-
ate,Ž student Ralph Miller said.

Davis has a full class in the current
session, but a new series of classes
begins on Monday, Feb. 21. The pro-
gram offers classes from 1-5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday for four
weeks.

Reminder

Spring Break
March 7 - March 11

Easter Break
After 5 p.m., 

Thursday, March 24 .

Classes resume

Tueday, March 29, 2005
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Movie Reviews

The Hot Spot
with Ashton Baker

Theatric spring in full swing

Take Ten
Top 10 worst excuses for being late to class 

Need a job?

Midland Park Lanes 
needs

Wait Staff, 
Counter

Customer Service

Evening hours

Apply in person 
before 5 p.m. daily.

AMF Bowling Centers, Inc.

Midland Park Lanes
5230 W. Loop 250N

By Jason Rhode
Staff Reporter

Andrew Lloyd Webber•sPhantom of the Operahit Broadway in 1988 starring
Michael Crawford as the Phantom and Sarah Brightman as Christine Daae. It is current-
ly the second-longest running show. It has played for more than 100 million people in 22
countries and in 113 cities worldwide. Ten million of those people have seen Phantom
on Broadway alone.

The Phantomhit theaters Dec 22, 2004 in limited cities and was later released world-
wide on Jan 21. Directed by Joel Schumacher with writing duties going to Webber and
starring Gerard Butler as the Phantom and Emmy Rossum as Christine Daae, the
Phantom of the Operawas some 17 years in the making. Every studio in Hollywood
rejected the movie on grounds that there was not a market for it. Then, the fateful day
cameƒ

But how does the Hollywood version compare to the Broadway version?
Local doctor Joe Rhode, who saw the Phantom film with his family on a recent

Saturday afternoon, said he thought the Broadway version was more artistically satisfy-
ing than the Hollywood version. 

Visually, both are stunning. From the costumes and the sets, one gets a sense of being
transported to the 1870s from both versions. With the Broadway version, there was a tan-
gible feeling as if one could touch the garment, the very person because the Phantom
could be anywhere, and was. All one had to do was look around the theatre. 

The Hollywood version, on the other hand, made the sets tangible like one could read-
ily go to the Paris Opera House. These tangibles are based on the •3-D-nessŽ of the play
and the •2-D-nessŽ of the movie.

As with everything else Hollywood touches„books, true-life stories„there were
changes to the Phantom from its Broadway version. For instance, the Hollywood version
delves into the happenings backstage much more than the Broadway version and from
different perspectives.  

•These scenes, although not integral to move the plot, were interesting,Ž said Joey
Rhode, MC student. 

Another instance is when the Phantom gets revealed. After a couple of teases, it•s quite
late in the movie as opposed to revealing him right after the Music of the Nightin the
Broadway version. From a cinematic standpoint, the teases and eventual reveal are
superbly done. However, it might frustrate someone who has seen the play. 

When the Phantom confronts Christine and Raoul at Christine•s father•s mausoleum,
instead throwing fireballs from his walking cane, a swordfight between the Phantom and
Raoul ensues in the Hollywood version making the Phantom more than a mere threat.

In a reversed role, the Hollywood version, albeit tamely, opted to not show the dead
dancer in the broken mirror after Christine unmasks him. One would think Hollywood
would go for the shock value, but alas they still have surprises. The Broadway version
turned the spotlight on the corpse.

Another reversal Joey Rhode noted was that for the modern scenes, Schumacher chose
to use black and white and the flashbacks were in color. The norm is to use these ele-
ments vice versa. The Broadway version doesn•t have the luxury of different types of
film, and it•s limited in the types of special effects at its disposal.  

Ultimately, whether one•s seen just the Broadway version or just the Hollywood ver-
sion, despite some minor changes, Andrew Lloyd Webber•sThe Phantom of the Opera
will make you remember the first time.

By Raenell Diffie
Staff Reporter
In Good Company

This film starring Dennis Quaid
and Topher Grace was a heart-warm-
ing tale of love and friendship and
doing the right thing in a world where
the bottom line reigns supreme. 

Grace plays Carter, a young corpo-
rate hot shot who comes in to take
over the department currently being
run by the older, wiser Dan (Quaid).
But just as his job seems to be taking
off, Carter finds himself in the middle
of a divorce and the proud owner of a
wrecked Porsche. 

While neither character adjusts
well to the life-altering transitions,
they find themselves depending on
one another, one for emotional sup-
port and the other for his job. 

During the formation of this unex-
pected friendship, Carter meets Dan•s
daughter, Sam, played by the beauti-
ful Scarlet Johansson. A romantic
involvement begins without Daddy•s
knowledge, which later serves as an
incendiary device to bring everyone•s
world crashing to the ground.

The story was touching and senti-
mental with a moral ending too often
forgotten in today•s cinema. Although
it had an encouraging message, I left
the theater lacking that happy feeling. 

My advice … it•s definitely not a
waste of money, but don•t expect it to

drastically alter your life.
Sideways

Okay all you connoisseurs of great
wine and great cinema, this film is for
you. But I•m warning you; it•s not for
the faint of heart.

This poignant indie film proves that
friendship can survive drunken flings,
lies, deceit and even having nothing
in common. This is the situation faced
by Miles and Jack who were so bril-
liantly portrayed by Paul Giamatti
and Thomas Haden Church. 

The basic premise is two friends
taking a road trip through California
wine country before one of them gets
married. What happens along the way
neither one of them could predict. 

Other brilliant performances were
delivered by supporting actresses
Sandra Oh and Virginia Madsen.
They fill out the cast perfectly just as
a nice Johannesburg Riesling comple-
ments a well-made chicken picatta. 

Although the script was inspired
and the acting superb, the pace of the
film could have been a bit faster for
my tastes and maybe could even have
left out one haunting scene in particu-
lar which only served to overshadow
many of the beautiful moments of the
film. It did however offer some of the
most exquisite and inspiring mono-
logues in cinematic history.

I walked out of the theater with a
slightly new perspective and a

revived passion for the finer things in
life. I even went and bought a bottle
of Pinot Noir.
The Wedding Date

Many elements go into a good
romantic comedy. This movie had
most of them. It was not one to go
down in the record books, but it did
have a few plot twists and an enjoy-
able feel.

Debra Messing plays a single girl
whose little sister is getting married
and she is minus one date for the wed-
ding. She hires a professional escort,
portrayed by Dermot Mulroney, who
leads her on a journey of self-discov-
ery while helping her to get over her
ex and fall in love with him.

What this film was lacking the
most was a basic exposition. The
story seems to jump right in and start
before you know it. If it weren•t for
the trailers and commercials, I might
have been somewhat confused.

It also seemed like there was snip-
pets of the story edited out here and
there.

It was a nice change from the two
and a half hour movie, but one
shouldn•t cut content for the sake of
time constraints.

All things considered it was an
entertaining film with a few great
scenes randomly thrown into the mix.
But it is one to wait for. Renting is
cheaper.

By Tonia Martindale
Staff Reporter

The Midland College Drama Club
may be thousands of miles south of
New York but it is bringing the excite-
ment of opening night to Midland.
The Drama Club will produce Crimes
of the Heart, a play written by Beth
Henley, at 8p.m., Friday and Saturday,
Feb. 25 and 26 in the MC Wagner &
Brown Auditorium 

The process began many weeks
before opening night with two nights
of tryouts in which six people were
cast in the play.  David Allen, drama
professor and director of the play, said

a typical call for tryouts among MC
students and community residents
determines the actors based on parts
read from the play.

The crew, usually made up of six to
10 people, is in charge of lighting,
sound and props.  The sets and props
are built in addition to being painted
by the crew.  

The correct lighting and sound for
the play are coordinated during the
many hours of rehearsals in an effort
to achieve precision before opening
night.

In addition to the crew, there is also
a stage manger, who is in charge of the

Showing Valentine•s Day love
Phantom hits silver screen

Is it just me, or does it seem as if the
new •thingŽ in Hollywood is breaking
up? The newest couple to fall into this
craze: Orlando Bloom and Kate
Bosworth. The couple had been dat-
ing since spring 2003, and cited
•upcoming busy work schedulesŽ as
the reason for their split.

New information confirms that
Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston had
dinner together on a Tuesday night in
late January. 

This must come as a shock that the
couple has chosen to remain friends
who still love each other. It must be
difficult given the mounds of rumors
that are circulating regarding the rela-
tionship of Pitt and Angelina Jolie on
the set of the flick Mr. And Mrs.
Smith and beyond. 

A London tabloid released informa-
tion claiming that Aniston caught Pitt
and Jolie participating in explicit sex-

ual activity over the phone, which
resulted in their surprise split.

Now on to something else: the
Screen Actor•s Guild Awards, which
took place on Feb. 5. The biggest win-
ners were Ray, Million Dollar Baby
andThe Aviator.

ABC•s infamous comedy series
Desperate Housewives walked away
with two awards, including
Outstanding Performance by Teri
Hatcher. 

However, the biggest award of the

night was the 41st Annual Lifetime
Achievement Award honoring James
Garner. His resume boasts 87 film
credits, such as The Notebook, and
Divine Secrets Of The Ya-Ya
Sisterhood.

However, he is best known for his
television work. He was given the title
role in Bret Maverick and James
Rockford of The Rockford Files.Broadway coming to town

production once it begins running.
The manager calls the cues, makes
sure the actors are in place, as well as
solving any problems that may arise
during production.

Crimes of the Heart, a Pulitzer
Prize winning play, is a comedy/drama
about three sisters from a dysfunction-
al family that have experienced a trau-
ma within the family.  The three sis-
ters, have been separated and develop
issues.   

•They overcome their issues by
opening up to each other.  It•s a very,
very well written play.  It•s funny but
it•s touching as well,Ž Allen said.

Students •get downŽ at the Valentine•s Day dance, hosted by Midland College Student
Government Association and MC Latin American Student Society on Feb. 10

Photo by Randy Rodriguez

10. •I couldn•t find my keys.Ž

9. •The line at Starbucks was too long.Ž

8. •I thought class was cancelled.Ž

7. •I was playing squirrel tag.Ž

6. •My riding lawnmower wouldn•t start.Ž

5. •It•s Monday.Ž

4. •I had to park at Wal-Mart.Ž

3. •I set my alarm clock for p.m.Ž

2. •I got lost.Ž

1. •My dog ate my car keys.Ž

Movie Review
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Nicole Garcia 
Assistant Coach
Entering her first season as assistant
coach, Garcia is a former Lady Chap
who played for Coach Ramos. She
was one of the players who established
the winning tradition for the softball
program. Garcia is from Riverside,
Calif. and graduated from Murrieta
Valley High School. While at MVHS
Nicole excelled in fastpitch softball. 
Nicole is currently completing her BS
in Child and Family Studies with a
minor in English.

Tommy Ramos
Head Coach 
Going into his sixth season, Coach
Ramos is the constant that allows the
Lady Chaps to excel. The Lady Chaps
are the WJCAC 2004 Conference
Champions NJCAA Region V 2004
Runner Up with a season record of 60-
8. Overall school record of 284-85.
Ramos has also been selected as the
Region V Coach of the Year on two
occasions and has been chosen to
coach the Texas/New Mexico Junior
College Softball Coaches All-Star
Game. Ramos is an MC and UT
Permian Basin graduate.

Monique Corralez #4 
Position: OF 
Class: Freshman
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5' 3"
Hometown: Midland, Texas

Brianna Dairy #1 
Position: P/Utility 
Class: Freshman
Bats: Switch 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5' 7"
Hometown: Abilene, Texas

Karena Dial  #6 
Position: Outfield 
Class: Freshman 
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5'4Ž 
Hometown: Riverside, CA

Nicole Espinoza #8 
Position: P/Outfielder
Class: Sophomore 
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5'7Ž 
Hometown: Abilene , TX 

Pam Espinoza #3
Position: Outfielder/ C
Class: Freshman 
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5'6Ž 
Hometown: Midland, TX 

Christina Guillen #5
Position: Infielder 
Class: Freshman 
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5"7"
Hometown: Chino, Ca.

Colleen Kimbro #12 
Position: Pitcher/Outfielder
Class: Sophomore 
Bats: Left 
Throws: Left 
Ht: 5'4Ž 
Hometown: Midland , TX 

Maritza Martinez #17
Position: Infielder
Class: Freshman
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5'4Ž 
Hometown: Midland , TX 

Jenifer McDowell #14
Position: Catcher/Infielder 
Class: Freshman
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5' 7" 
Hometown: Rio Rancho, N.M.

Elizabeth Oberst #18
Position: Pitcher 
Class: Freshman
Bats: Left 
Throws: Left 
Ht: 5'4Ž 
Hometown: Benicia, Calif.

Danielle Payne #11
Position: Infielder
Class: Freshman
Bats: Right
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5' 7Ž 
Hometown: Riverside, Calif.

Marina Poddubskaya #2
Position: P/ Infielder
Class: Freshman
Bats: Left 
Throws: Left 
Ht: 5' 10Ž 
Hometown: Tuchkovo, Russia

Ashley Rehbock #13
Position: Utility 
Class: Freshman
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5'5Ž 
Hometown: Tehachapi, Calif.

Anna Rico #25
Position: Infielder 
Class: Freshman
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5' 7Ž 
Hometown: Artesia, Calif.

Natalia Sergeeva #22
Position: Outfielder
Class: Freshman
Bats: Left 
Throws: Left 
Ht: 5' 4Ž 
Hometown: Tuchkovo, Russia

Tawna Lei Tagaloa #27
Position: Infielder 
Class: Freshman
Bats: Right 
Throws: Right 
Ht: 5' 4Ž 
Hometown: Diamond Bar, Calif.

Lady Chap Softball 2005

Feb. 18-19 Cowtown Tournament Ft. Worth Fri 9:30, 3:30, 8 Sat TBA 
Feb. 23 *Odessa College Midland 4 p.m. Doubleheader
Feb. 25 *Frank Phillips Midland 4 p.m. Doubleheader
March 4 *Howard College Big Spring 1 p.m. Doubleheader
March 5 *Western Texas Snyder 1 p.m. Doubleheader
March 11-12 Maricopa Tourney Phoenix, Ariz. Fri 8, 10, 4, 8, Sat 12,
March 17 Western Nebraska Midland 4 p.m. Doubleheader
March 23 *Odessa College Odessa TBA Doubleheader
March 25-26 *Frank Phillips Borger 1 p.m. Doubleheader
March 30 *Odessa College Odessa TBA Doubleheader
April 1-2 *Clarendon College Clarendon 1 p.m. Triple Header
April 8 *Western Texas Midland 4 p.m. Doubleheader
April 9 *Western Texas Midland 1 p.m. Doubleheader
April 15 *Howard College Midland 4 p.m. Doubleheader
April 16 *Howard College Midland 1 p.m. Doubleheader
April 23 *El Paso CC Midland 1 p.m. Doubleheader
April 29 -30 *El Paso CC El Paso 1 p.m. Doubleheader
May 5-7 Region V-West Tourn. Snyder TBA
May 19-21 NJCAA National Tourn. Claremont, Flor. TBA

*Denotes conference games 



in game one and was sup-
ported by catcher Rebel
Riddling•s 4-4 performance
in which he knocked in three
for the team.

Game two sent Shawn
Schaefer to the hill, where he
threw six innings allowing
four hits and fanned six.

Winston smacked two dou-
bles and Greg Ralston•s
home run was all the support
the team needed to complete
the sweep of Dodge City.

The Chaps take on Ranger
College at Christensen
Stadium on Feb. 19.

The Chaps hit the road for
the first time this year on
Feb. 8  to take on Wayland
Baptist in Plainview. The
team took both games of the
doubleheader winning 19-4
and 8-3.

Riddling paved the way to
victory with a pair of home

runs with Kevin Rawls, Ryan Watkins
and Steven Ellington contributing
with two hits each.

Schumacher claimed the victory
with four innings pitched.

Game two saw the Chaps put eight
runs on the board and marked the
occasion where every pitcher has
thrown.

The Chaps began their baseball sea-
son by sweeping Cisco 4-1 and 8-2 in
a doubleheader played on Feb. 5. 

Moser went six innings allowing
only one run on four hits with Ricky
Heines coming in to clean up by strik-
ing out all three he faced in the sev-
enth and final inning.

Left fielder Kevin Rawls went 2-3
smacking two doubles and drove in
two. Ralston•s home run to left center
in the sixth put Cisco away for the
first game.

Game two sparked the Chaparral
bats to life as they put eight on the
board behind the bats of Riddling,
Karlton Banks and Smith. 

That was all the support starting
pitcher Calderon needed as he hurled
four scoreless innings.
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With a 85-73 win against Frank
Phillips College Jan 31, Lady Chap
Basketball Coach and Athletic

Director Ron
Jones won his
400th career
game as a high
school and col-
lege coach. His
career record
includes 289
wins as head
coach of the
Midland College

Lady Chaparrals; 34 wins at Western
Texas College in Snyder; and 77
wins as a high school coach in his
home state of Oklahoma.

Jones is a native of Stillwater,
Oklahoma. He began his collegiate
playing career as a member of the
Midland College Chaparrals, playing
for Chester Story, Delnor Poss and
Jerry Stone. After concluding his MC
playing career, he attended Pan
American University (the University
of Texas … Pan American). Jones ulti-
mately earned his bachelor•s and
master•s degrees from the University
of Central Oklahoma.

Congratulations to men•s golf
coach Delnor Poss who was among

the first group
inducted into the
Western Junior
College Athletic
Conference Hall
of Fame. He
shares that dis-
tinction with ath-
letes like former
Dallas Cowboys
q u a r t e r b a c k
Roger Staubach

(New Mexico Military Institute) and
PGA golfer Ronnie Black (New
Mexico Junior College). 

Poss, who has coached at MC for
28 years, also was inducted into the
National Junior College Athletic
Association Hall of Fame in 1994; he
was elected to the Midland College
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997; in
1998, his alma mater, Hardin-
Simmons University inducted him
into its athletic Hall of Fame. Poss
was honored during a pre-basketball
game ceremony at Chaparral Center
Feb. 7.

MC

SPIRIT DAY

Noon,

Monday

FEB. 21, 2005
STUDENT CENTER

Loco Chaps
Hang-time band
MC cheerleaders

Spirit trophy presentation
Poster contest

Wear green & gold 

By Mona Garcia
Staff Reporter

Sparks flew up until the buzzer
rang on Feb. 14, as the MC men took
on rival Odessa College in what
turned out to be a great victory for
MC with a score of 74-60.

The Chaps started out leading the
game 11-3, but the Wranglers were
trying to prove that they couldn•t be
held down. 
They brought the score to 24-22,
which put them in the lead. 

The MC men proved they couldn•t
be held down as they went into the
locker room at the half with a lead of
36-27.

•We did a good job in defense and
rebounding-areas we have been
struggling in, but we picked up it in

tonight•s game,Ž said Ivory Clark.
Clark  had a game high of 22 points

and was 11-of-12 from the free throw
line.

The Chaps ended up taking the
game away from the Wranglers as
they couldn•t tie or even get in the
lead again for the rest of the night. 

•We played good, but there•s a lot
of things we still need to work on to
be the number one team,Ž said Tristan
Martin.

Martin, along with Clark, led the
team with 18 points and 9 rebounds.

Other leading Chaps were J.D.
Lewis with 14 points and Tim
Crowell with 13 points. 

When it came time for the MC
Chaps to face New Mexico Military
Institute on Feb 10, there was no

playing around as they shut down the
game at 80-53. 

The Chaps held NMMI to less than
60 points for the first time in confer-
ence. The Chaps were led by Lewis
with 14 points and Crowell with 11
points, 10 rebounds and three steals. 

The Feb. 7, game proved to be a
hard one as the Chaps took on
Howard College for the number one
spot in the WJCAC, but with too
many turnovers and not enough
rebounding, MC had a loss of 65-63. 

The Chaps kept trying to come
back against Howard but couldn•t
quite make it as Howard kept raising
the score over MC until it was game
over with the Hawks on top. 

The leading scorer was Lewis who
had a total of 21 points.

By Mona Garcia
Staff Reporter

The Lady Chaps Softball team went all
the way in the 2005 Midland College
Classic, going 5-0 over the whole week-
end.

On Feb. 12, the Lady Chaps beat
Western Oklahoma 8-0 and The
University of Texas of the Permian Basin
7-3 to take home nothing but victories,
which brought their season to 11-2. 

The Lady Chaps Softball team domi-
nated the first day of the Midland College
Classic on Feb. 11, with an 8-3 victory
against Northern Oklahoma State College,
a 13-1 victory against Schreiner
University and a 5-1 victory over Vernon
College.

The Lady Chaps will be playing this
weekend in the always-competitive
Cowtown Tournament in Fort Worth.

By Jessica Gonzales
Staff Reporter

The Midland College Lady
Chaparrals are one game behind the
South Plains Texans and are second
place in conference after a road win
against Odessa College Feb. 14. 

The MC Chaps defeated OC 81-55.
The MC ladies are 6-1 in conference.

Irma Kmitaite led the Chaps with
20 points. Caroline Adriaansz also
scored 17 points and Britney Davis-
White score 14.

The MC women had 19 personal
fouls. The Lady Chaps also had seven
three-point field goals and 20 assists.
Neither team had any players foul out.

The MC ladies came into the Feb.
14 game against OC after a home vic-
tory over Howard College Feb. 7.

The Lady Chaps were able to keep

Howard to less than 25 points in both
halves.

Kmitaite led the Lady Chaps with
18 points. Davis-White and Adriaansz
both scored 12 points. 

MC had six three-pointers and 12
turnovers. Howard had 16 turnovers.
Neither MC nor Howard had any
players foul out. 

MC•s Lady Chaps played Howard
at home after a road win against
Clarendon College. 

The final score from the Feb. 4 road
game was 69-60. Davis-White led the
team with 20 points. Kmitaite scored
18 points, 15 of which were three-
point goals. Rachel Brazell also
scored 15 points.

Assistant coach Lindsey Werntz
said she is very optimistic about the
last six games the Lady Chaps play

before the regional tournament. 
•I expect to see the sophomores

step up here in the next five games,Ž
she said. •They are starting to realize
that their time here is almost over so
they are going to make the best of it.Ž

The Lady Chaps• last five oppo-
nents include South Plains College on
Feb. 17, New Mexico Jr. College Feb.
21, Frank Phillips College Feb. 24,
Clarendon College Feb. 28 and end
conference play against Howard
College March 3. 

Three of these last games are home
games and three are road games.

•We play Monday (Feb. 14) against
Odessa College. It•s going to be a lit-
tle hard going over there. And then we
play South Plains next Thursday (Feb.
17) and obviously they put it to us a
few weeks ago (the score was 77-38),

so we•re going to be ready for that
one,Ž Werntz said. 

•We want to improve and get better
and definitely win the conference.
We•re tied with South Plains College
and Thursday•s (Feb. 17) game could
be real interesting,Ž Werntz said.
•We•re going to play harder than our
opponents.Ž

•We have traditions, and people
expect us to win,Ž Werntz said. •I
agree with everyone•s expectations,
and I think when we•re playing our
best basketball, we are one of the top
teams in league. When we bring that
intensity into our game every night,
then I expect us to win.Ž

MC•s final home game of the sea-
son will be Feb. 28, 2005 at Chaparral
Center against Clarendon College.
Tip-off is at 5:50 p.m. 

By Ryan Alexander
Staff Reporter

The Chaparral baseball team came
out swinging and have a 8-0 record to
prove it. 

•This is a tune up for conference
play,Ž said Chaps coach Steve
Ramharter.

The Chaps hosted the Dodge City
Conquistadors last weekend taking all
four games by a combined score of
44-6.

On Feb. 12, the Chaps, behind
starter Adam Moser, put up nine runs
with Tim Smith going 1-2 with three
runs batted in. 

Moser had a strong performance
going six innings allowing only one
run with seven strikeouts. 

•That•s what I like about our pitch-
ers, they throw strikes,Ž Ramharter
said about the pitching performance
on Saturday. 

Game two turned out to be merely
batting practice for the Chaps as they
put 19 on Dodge City to win easily
19-1.

Smith went a perfect 6-6 knocking

in three.
D r e w
W i n s t o n
chipped in
by hitting
two home
runs, which
was enough
to put a
smile on
Ramharter•s
face.

•We have
great hitters
from top to
bottom, and
e v e r y o n e
can pro-
d u c e . Ž
Ramharter,
said.

P i t c h e r
Rene Cal-
deron had six
strong inn-
ings allowing
no runs with a pair of strikeouts.

Sunday proved to be no different

for the team as they won the games
10-4 and 6-0. 

Kurtis Schumacher took the mound

Lady Chaps work toward conference title

Undefeated baseball team holds opponents to minimal scoring

Photo by Mona Garcia

# 4 Ryan Watkins steps up to the plate against the Dodge
City Conquistadors.

Final seconds determine men•s game

Ladies dominate
MC Classic

Jones wins 
400 games

Jones

Three time 
Hall of Famer

Poss

Good Luck to all Spring Sports



Homecoming 2005 February 18, 2005Page 8

Vote 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 21

Allison Fine Arts or
Scharbauer Student Center

Winners to be crowned during
halftime of Chaps

men•s basketball game,
Monday, Feb. 21

V
o
t
e
.
.
.
M
o
n
d
a
y
.
.
.

Feb.
21

Ambassadors
Megan McCollum
Daniel Huddleston

Athletics
Paula Arujo
Ryan Watkins

BSM (Baptist Student Ministries)

Angie Wennerlind
Jonny Custer

Cheerleaders
Lindsay Hammontree
Ruben Rivera

Catholic Student Assoc.

Desiree’ DeLaRosa
Tim Wiggins

International Students

Chido Mnangagwa
Kenny Mwansa

MCLASS
Daisy DeLucas
Gabriel Alvarado

Loco Chaps
Kelley Ricker
Severo Enriquez

OIKOS
Dene Wooten
Francisco Villa

Psi Pi
Debby Glass
Jason Freeman

Respiratory Club
Sandra Torres
Alberto Perez

Student Government
Vicky Bakhos
Richard Hirth

SIP (Students in Philanthropy)

Kristin Robinson
Dillan Brame

Unity
Alexandria Hall
Jimmy Ray


