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he young woman who

Awards honor those who buil
stepped up to the micro-

I phone faced a large and at-

tentive gathering of people, most
of whom had more than a little
insight into her story.

“| am Sandra Torres,” she
told them, “and | am one of your
success stories.”

The Asset-Building Awards
Luncheon was the perfect setting
for a success story. The awards -
presented by Midland College’s
Business & Economic Develop-
ment Center (BEDC) - honor those performing asset-building activities
in Midland. Asset-building can be defined as any initiative that encour-
ages individuals to save, reduce expenses, or build productive assets. A
productive asset, attendees at the luncheon were reminded, increases in
value over time or generates income.

“Making people stakeholders in their neighborhood, it gives them
a sense of ownership, a sense of pride,” said Midland entrepreneur Jose
Cuevas.

Midland College community
honors state legislators

cation.

Jerry Morales, left, presents Don
Hellinghausen with his individual award

the Amistad Atrium earlier this week. But it was also a gathering of

The occasion for the gathering was Midland College’s 81st Legislative

Session Appreciation Reception honoring the area’s representatives in the

state legislature - the Honorable Tom Craddick of the Texas House of Repre-

sentatives, and the Honorable Kel Seliger of the Texas Senate.

In making introductions, MC President Dr. Steve Thomas noted that it
had been a good year for education in the Texas legislature, and recognized
the part Craddick and Seliger had played in the year’s developments. He also
expressed his appreciation for how the legislators and their staff have always

made themselves available to their constituents.

t was an impressive gathering of leading community figures that filled

friends ... longtime friends of one another, and dedicated friends of edu-

d the community of Midland

John West, President of Community National Bank, noted, “as
a bank, our success is predicated on the economic well-being of the
people.” For example, people like Torres, who described a life of dif-
ficult financial straits, living paycheck-to-paycheck, relying on ‘payday
loans.” That life changed dramatically through services that helped them
achieve economic stability, finance their first home, and open a busi-
ness.

“Thank you for the opportunity, for me and my family,” Torres
concluded. “I would rather cut-off my fingers than go back to the life
we had!”

“You look at this year’s nominees,” said MC President Dr. Steve
Thomas, “and | can’t imagine as fine a group of people, individuals and
organizations, that do so much for the community.”

The awards were presented by Dr. Eileen Piwetz, MC’s Vice
President of Institutional Advancement, and Midland City Councilman
Jerry Morales. Non-Profit Award: the Midland Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce for their Incubator Program. For-Profit Award: Four Seasons
Insulation of Big Spring for their work with West Texas Opportunity
Center. Individual Award: Don Hellinghausen for his work with Habi-
tat for Humanity, and Midland County Housing Authority. Partnership
Award: ConocoPhillips and Habitat for Humanity for their joint home-
building efforts.

From left, Honorable Kel Seliger, Poonam Patel,
Honorable Tom Craddick, and Dr. Steve Thomas

MC Student Government President Poonam Patel also thanked the legislators for their hard work, and reminded them of challenges that remain

before them.

Both men were presented with plaques honoring their service to education, and to Midland College. Taking their turns at the podium in re-
marks following the presentations, both Craddick and Seliger offered their praise for the work their counterpart is doing in the other chamber of the
legislature, for the accomplishments of institutions such as MC, and for the friendship and ongoing commitment shown by those at the reception.

From the campus to the community

Phyllis & Bob Cowan Performing Arts
Series announces change in event

ersonnel changes within a popular, New York-based Celtic
dance production, had organizers of a local performing arts
series taking some quick steps of their own ... and to good effect.

Due to personnel changes in their cast - including dancers and
musicians - StepCrew is unable to perform in Midland, as part of the
Phyllis & Bob Cowan Performing Arts Series (CPAS) at Midland
College. However, the CPAS Committee is pleased to announce a
new event in the series, on a new date ... the Kingston Trio, on Tues-
day, October 20, 7:00 p.m. in the Al G. Langford Chaparral Center.

Twice each year, the CPAS presents free cultural and artistic per-
formances of international interest and scope to stimulate and inspire
the Midland community.

The Kingston Trio is one of the few groups today that has sur-
vived the many changes in the world of music. They have remained
consistent in their sound, which probably explains their resurgence in
popularity over the last few years.

Admission for the Trio’s performance is FREE, but tickets are

required. Tickets are available
/ \ now by calling (432) 685-4526,
or by going online at www.
midland.edu/events. Tickets will
be mailed-out two weeks prior
to the event.
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Save the date...

Dr. Michael Economides

Chemical and Petroleum Engineer,

Professor and Author
speaking on

“Energy Geopolitics”
7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 8, 2009

Al G. Langford Chaparral Center

General admission tickets are NOT required for this event!
www.midland.edu/events

Are you hopelessy busy??

Can’t find time to fit in a new hobby??
Check out these upcoming classes!

Instant Guitar for Hoplessly Busy Adults and Teens
Saturday, October 3, 2009, 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Instant Piano for Hopelessly Busy People
Saturday, October 3, 2009
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon & 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Fabulous Faux for Boring Walls
Saturday, October 3, 2009
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon & 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

Designed for individuals with little or NO experience in the field of programma-
ble logic controllers (PLCs), the Fundamentals of PLCs course offers instruction
in binary arithmetic and ladder logic. The course meets 7 — 9 p.m. on Tuesday
and Thursday, October 6 — October 29, at the Midland College
Advanced Technology Center, 3200 W. Cuthbert. Online regis-
tration is available at: www.midland.edu/workforce or contact Sara Lyons
at (432) 681-6326.

Get Started with Programmable Logic Controllers in Fundamentals Course!

briefly

Intermediate Access Course begins October 5!

Microsoft Access is a powerful database management program that can help
you organize and track various types of information. If you would like to
know how to get even more out of this software, then why not try our hands-
on intermediate Access course? The course meets 1 —5 p.m. on
Monday, October 5 and Wednesday, October 7 at the MC Ad-
vanced Technology Center, 3200 W. Cuthbert. Online registration is available
at www.midland.edu/workforce or contact Tammy Parish at (432) 681-6330.

Midland College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges

and Schools to award certificates and associate and baccalaureate degrees. Contact the Commission

on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions
about the accreditation of Midland College.
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