Primary Care Pathway, an expedited pathway for primary care education
Memorandum of Understanding
As the second most populous state in the nation, Texas adds on average over 1,000 additional residents
each day1. This growth will continue to strain the limited supply of health care providers currently
practicing in the state. Even though the number of graduates from health-related degree programs
continues to climb, it is unlikely this will offset the growing demand for their services in the near future.
This will be particularly true in the primary care specialty areas and will be especially impactful in rural
Texas counties.
Midland and surrounding counties are prime examples of communities where the supply of primary care
physicians has not kept up with increases in population. According to data from the 2010 Census,
Midland County has had a 10.7% increase in population from 2010 to 2013, compared to only 5.4% in
Texas as a whole. Twenty percent of the county's population lives in a rural area, which adds to the
complexity of the region's health care workforce needs.
In order to bridge this gap, novel approaches are needed to develop new physicians who have a
propensity to return to their rural communities. By taking local students and preparing them for medical
school early in their higher education path, students will be more likely to return to serve as physicians
in their own communities, thus improving the health of Texans.
The goal of the proposed partnership delineated below is to identify students from the region who have
an interest in becoming primary care physicians and to-guide them through an expedited educational
pipeline requiring them to spend a minimal amount of time away from their community. The intent is
for these students to return to complete their clinical education in Midland and the surrounding
communities, with the eventual outcome of the candidates' pursuing primary care residencies in the
Midland area.
The primary objectives of this agreement are to establish the criteria for participation in an expedited
pathway for medical education which from this point forward will be referred to as the Primary Care
Pathway or PCP, and to codify the responsibilities of the partner institutions in the execution and
maintenance of the PCP program. The PCP program is composed of the following components:
•
•
•

An enhanced 3 year premedical curriculum
Healthcare enrichment activities that include mentoring and physician shadowing
A summer enrichment experience

Participants successfully completing the program will gain automatic admission into the Texas College of
Osteopathic Medicine at the University of North Texas Health Science Center.
Project partners are Midland College (MC), Midland Memorial Hospital (MMH), the University of North
Texas in Denton (UNT), and the University of North Texas Health Science Center in Fort Worth
(UNTHSC).

