Chaparral Basketball

2005-2006 Season in Review 

With one complete year as head coach under his belt, Coach Grant McCasland set out to imprint the 2005-06 Chaps as his team.  As in previous years, the Chaps were predicted to have a strong year in conference as well as moving on to the post-season.  Aspirations were high as the team sought to complete its third consecutive trip to “Hutch”.

Midland College opened its season with the Tip-Off Classic played in the friendly confines of the Al G. Langford Chaparral Center.  MC got off to a fast start going 3-0 in the Classic with wins over Bay Ridge Christian College, TX (119-41); Pima College, AZ (110-75) and Lamar State College, TX (82-52).  The Chaps then prepared for its first road trip of the season in Baytown, TX.  The two contests in Baytown would give the Chaps early and stern tests with games against San Jacinto College, TX and Lee College, TX.   In the San Jac game MC battled to edge the Ravens by five points, 80-75.  They next matched up with Lee College and defeated the Rebels, but not without going into overtime (86-79).  

Opening the season 5-0, MC was confident heading into their next road trip, a three-game set, to Colorado Springs, CO and the Husky Invitational Tournament.  In the tournament’s first game, MC was pitted against Lamar Community College, CO.  Although the Chaps fought hard, they were handed their first loss of the new season, 88-82 to LCC.  Midland quickly regrouped for two strong games versus Western Nebraska CC and Dodge City CC, KS.  In the WNCC game Midland College easily edged the Cougars 96-68.  Versus Dodge CCC, Midland College played well, but not fully up to its potential in the 80-67 victory.  The Chaps sat at 7-1 on the season with the upcoming West Texas Shootout next on their schedule.  

The West Texas Shootout Tournament played in Odessa, TX is a good barometer for teams.  The tournament typically features some of the toughest competition the Chaps face each year.  2005 was no exception with MC drawing Dixie State College, UT to open the tournament.  The Chaps emerged victorious in the game by a score of 82-75 to move on to a second round test against WJCAC rival Howard College.  The MC vs. HC contest featured the #10 ranked Chaps against the #9 ranked Hawks in the first of four games between the teams.  Unfortunately for Coach McCasland and the Chaparrals, Howard College upended MC by a score of 67-58 to drop the Chaps record to 8-2 on the season.  Next in the Shootout was a game versus Cecil Community College, MD.  In the CCC game, MC bounced back for a solid 99-76 win and a season record of 9-2.

Going into December the Chaps were hoping to put together a run of consistency that would sustain them past the holiday break and propel them into the conference wars.  They would soon find out if their plans would play out.  The next team on the schedule was Weatherford College, TX.  The Coyotes, in past years, was a team that the Chaps could face in the post season, so the game was an important one.  More importantly, MC was playing its first home game in over three weeks.  MC used its speed and strong guard play to outpace the Coyotes 97-88.  The Chaps celebration was not a long one, because its next game would be a road contest versus the same Weatherford College team in Weatherford.  The game at Weatherford was a well played a contest with a raucous crowd of supporters in attendance.  The game also had its share of statistical controversies including when a key player for Weatherford apparently fouled out.  The official scorebook had the Coyote player with five fouls, but others thought the player only had four.  The Weatherford coaching staff vehemently protested, but to no avail.  The game was tightly contested and came down to the final few seconds and an expertly run “alley-oop” play to Daviin Davis to salt away the win.  Final score MC 74, WC 72.  

The Chaps concluded the fall semester portion of their schedule with a home game against Division II North Lake College, TX.  Midland sent North Lake packing for the holidays with a 73-58 win and in the process improved its season record to 12-2.  MC went into the Christmas recession ranked as the #14 team in the NJCAA.

Following the holiday break, MC tuned up for conference with two road games.  The first would be a game versus Cochise College, AZ in Hobbs, NM followed by a trip to Mesquite, TX to take on Eastfield College.  The Chaps prevailed in both games defeating CC 73-66 and EC 75-65 to improve its overall record to 14-2.  MC also recorded its sixth consecutive win going in the conference opener at Frank Phillips College.  

Midland College, ventured to Borger for the FPC contest and found tough sledding there.  The game was ultimately decided in two overtimes with MC emerging with a 101-99 win over the Plainsmen.  MC returned home to play Clarendon College in their second conference game of 2006.  Clarendon, adept at creating match-up problems, played a spirited game against the Chaparrals however MC won the contest 87-77 to improve to 16-2 overall and 2-0 in conference.  MC would not enjoy their strong start very long with #1 ranked Howard College as its next opponent.  

Howard College relied on tough defense, great outside shooting and solid guard play to defeat their opponents.  The game, played at the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum, had the air of a playoff game.  The intensity level was palpable with both teams giving and receiving vicious body shots to the other.  Unfortunately for MC, the Chaps lost the contest on a buzzer beater in what was arguably the best game of the entire season.  

The loss to Howard was only mildly devastating to the Chaps as they sought to regroup for their next game at home versus New Mexico Junior College.  The Thunderbirds entered the game hoping to pull off an early conference shocker, however the Chaps had other plans and won the match up 78-58 to move to 3-1 in the WJCAC.

Midland College followed the NMJC game with a road victory at NMMI.  The game was punctuated by two highlight reel quality dunks by Daviin Davis.  MC easily won the game 97-50.  

The Midland College versus Odessa College games have historically been some of the most memorable each year.  The fact that MC would be traveling to Odessa for the game would add extra significance to the contest.  The game was a well-played event with both teams working their game plans to near perfection.  The game went into an extra session with both teams exhausted but relentless.  The overtime period was an extension of the game and came down to a final play.  Coaches McCasland and Linder called for a timeout to draw up a play.  The Chaps, with savvy sophomore guard Tim Crowell at the point, ran the play flawlessly.  The ball wound up in the hands of freshman post player Nemanja Calasan who calmly deposited a fifteen-foot jumpshot to win the game71-70.  MC improved its overall record to 19-3 and 5-1 in conference. 

MC finished the first half of conference play at home against South Plains College.  The Chaparrals defeated SPC 72-61 and extended its winning streak to four conference games.  The second half of conference can spell the difference between playing in the post season or not for WJCAC teams.  In most cases, the final four teams are not determined until the final conference games are played.   

The Chaps stood at 20-3 on the season and 6-1 in conference.  They were also the #12 ranked team nationally and hoping to put together a run that would help them to a WJCAC title.  The first two contests of the second half would have the Chaps face Frank Phillips College at home and feisty Clarendon College on the road.  MC got off to a great second half of conference by defeating both teams by scores of 90-81 and 92-78 respectively.  Next on the agenda was #1 ranked and undefeated Howard College.  

The Howard College game promised to be another “barn burner” like the previous contest of January 23rd.  Unfortunately for the Chaps their efforts at revenge fell short losing in the game 73-57.  The sting of losing to Howard for the third time in on the season, was not lessened by the fact that HC was the top ranked team in the country.  In fact, it may have been an even more bitter pill to swallow because the Chaps felt they were the kind of team who could defeat the Hawks.         

Over the final four games of the 2006 WJCAC slate, MC went 3-1 to finish with a 25-5 overall record and a 11-3 conference record.  Midland defeated NMJC 69-53, NMMI 72-42 and Odessa College 72-55 and lost to South Plains 71-62 in the final conference game of the season.  MC also finished second in conference and advanced to the NJCAA Region V Tournament where they drew Collin County Community College, TX in the first round.  Midland College was able to dispense with CCCC by a score of 71-62 and in the process advanced to the second round where they played one of the Northern Conference’s toughest teams, McLennan CC.  In the Region V semis, Midland defeated McLennan 80-64 to advance to the finals versus Howard College.  Midland played inspired basketball but the outside shooting and opportunity baskets by HC proved too much to overcome.  For basketball fans from either school, the final six minutes of the contest was a showcase of talent by both teams.  The pace was feverous and tested the mettle of both squads.  Howard defeated MC by a score of 81-71 to secure the Region V title.  Midland ended the season with a 27-6 overall record and a #11 ranking in the final NJCAA poll of the season.   

