Chaparral Basketball 2004-2005 Season in Review 

With a second head coaching change in as many years, the Midland College men's basketball team would be headed by former assistant Grant McCasland and new assistant coach Jeff Linder. The choice of McCasland won overwhelming support from the players who would return to the team for their sophomore season. For athletic director Ron Jones, the selection of McCasland was the only one that made sense. 

After assembling a very talented collection of student-athletes, McCasland was quickly exposed to the not so attractive side of coaching; that being attrition due to players breaking team rules. In the span of one month, the MC basketball team saw two such losses and another that can be attributed to a loss of desire to be a student-athlete. Nonetheless, McCasland would whip the team into a cohesive unit in time to mount an assault against their opposition. 

The season began with a contest versus former MC coach Pat Rafferty and his Grayson County team followed by a game against the University of Chihuahua (Mexico) in the Odessa College Classic. The Chaps were upended by Grayson but recovered to defeat the team from Mexico to begin the season and the McCasland era with a 1-1 record and in the process giving McCasland his first-ever head coaching victory. A believer in testing his team against the best pos​sible opposition, McCasland would face an always tough and well-coached McLennan Community College team at a neutral site; Texas Christian University (Fort Worth, TX). McLennan defeated the Chaps 93-81 to drop the Chaparrals to 1-2 on the season. Following the loss to the Highlanders, McCasland and Linder regrouped the team and led them to a superb 10 game win streak. The streak included games against Jacksonville College, a three overtime victory for MC, a solid win over Garden City Community College, KS (76-71) and a victory versus a huge and capable Northeastern Junior College, CO a school familiar to Coach McCasland as he came to Midland College from NJC. MC entered the semester break with an impressive 11-2 overall record and in the process suffered the loss of another key player. Needless to say, the MC Coaches were not ones to lick their wounds knowing that the remainder of scheduled teams would not feel the least bit sorry for them. 

The win streak came in the form of an upset loss to Division II North Lake College, TX; a team MC defeated just a month earlier. The loss seemed to allow the Chaps to refocus as they began WJCAC play on the road at New Mexico Military Institute. At the start of the conference slate, the Chaparrals sat with a 13-3 record including a revenge win over Grayson County in Denison, TX. The NMMI game would be a good test for the Chaparrals, going into an often ​hostile environment with a solid core of players would prove much to the MC coaching staff. In the end the Chaps pre​vailed over the Broncos 84-63 to begin conference with a win and McCasland and Linder's baptism into the WJCAC waters. 

The next two contests would have the Chaps play at home versus rivals Odessa College and on the road at South Plains College. The Chaps would have mixed results winning at home 93-67 and losing on the road 80-65. MC's season record stood at 15-4 overall and 2-1 in conference. The next four games offered a mixed bag of results with the team winning over New Mexico Junior College in Hobbs, NM and over Frank Phillips College in the Chaparral Center and two heartbreaking losses at Clarendon College and in Midland versus Howard College. At this juncture of the season, Midland College possessed a 17-6 record and was 4-3 in WJCAC play. Midland College also sustained the loss of another key player who decided to return home because of family-related concerns. Again the coaching staff turned the situation into a positive, relying on the nucleus of ten mainstays to face the second half of the conference schedule. To quote former UNLV coach Jerry Tarkainan, "The secret is to have eight great players and four others that will cheer like crazy", or in the case of the 2004-05 Chaparrals, ten players who completely understand their roles on the team. 

The second half of conference seemed to bring out the best in the Chaps as they went on a four game win streak to push their season record to 21-6 and 7-3. The Chaps avenged its earlier loss to South Plains and once again defeated the Odessa College Wranglers. Looming on the WJCAC horizon were games at Frank Phillips College and at Howard College. Over its final three games in the second half of conference the Chaps went 1-2 to finish WJCAC action with a 9-5 record, good enough to qualify for the 2005 Region V Tournament in Lubbock, TX. The Region V Tournament is a trial by fire featuring the top four teams from the Western Conference (WJCAC) and the Northern Conference (NTJ​CAC) with the winner representing NJCAA Region V in the NJCAA National Tournament in Hutchinson, KS. The Chaps were the defending Region V Champions but that was a year ago. 



Chaparral Basketball 
2004-2005 Season in Review (continued)

In the first round MC drew an opponent that was very familiar to them; McLennan Community College. MC had matched up versus the Highlanders in a pre-season contest at Texas Christian University and lost that contest 93-81. Things were different now. Midland College was confident and seemed to be gelling at the right moment. In the McLennan rematch Midland College used a tenacious defensive strategy along with a solid offensive game from freshman guard JD Lewis to vanquish the Highlanders for the second time in as many years. The final score, 91-70, allowed the Chaps to advance to the second round against the Weatherford College, TX Coyotes. 

Weatherford was a talented team who enjoyed a more up-tempo style of play, while the Chaps used the opportunity break in concert with its offensive sets and strong defense. Midland College again received an outstanding offensive performance from Lewis who scored 26 points as well as solid games from Ivory Clark who chipped in 15 points, 9 rebounds and six blocked shots and Tristan Martin who scored 14 points. At games end fans found the Chaps on top with a score of 83-72 but more important than the score was the fact that Midland College had advanced to the Region Championship match for the second consecutive year. The finals opponent was a team in which the Chaps were inti​mately familiar, Howard College; a team that had twice defeated the Chaps during the conference portion of the season. 

The Region V finals reminded fans of a heavyweight title fight, complete with ferocious body shots and knockout blows. The MC coaching staff put together a masterful game plan that was executed by the Chaps against the Hawks. Again MC received a great offensive show by Lewis who was complemented by a brilliant floor game by freshman point guard Tim Crowell. When the dust settled, fans from both sides had witnessed a game for the ages with the Chaps coming out on top, 67-62, to repeat as Region V Champions. 

For its fortune Midland College drew the #1 ranked team in the NJCAA Arizona Western College in the opening round of the National Tournament in Hutchinson, KS. Once again the Chap players and coaching staff would be challenged to overcome incredible odds. In its return trip to "Hutch" the Chaps opened the tournament in grand style, dispensing top seeded AWC 76-69 in the opening round. The win over AWC sent shockwaves throughout the tournament field with teams looking at the upset minded Chaps as a serious threat. MC's next opponent, perennial national power and #6 ranked College of Southern Idaho, would not take anything for granted versus the Chaps. CSI and its NBA sized roster used its size advantage to work the Chaps from the inside out. Five of CSI's ten-man roster exceeded 6'6" and MC would have to rely on its guile, determination and its solid game plan. MC went into the final seconds of the game with a one-point lead only to see their upset plans upended on a put back at the buzzer by Mohammed Kone of CSI. Final score: CSI 70-69 over Midland College. With their title hopes dashed, the Chaps would need to regroup in order to compete against its next opponent, Highland Community College, IL. In the Highland game, Midland College fought gal​lantly but without an opportunity to win a tournament championship, didn't play its best basketball. 

MC ultimately lost in the contest to Highland CC 70-67 to finish the National Tournament with a 1-2 record. Sophomores Tristan Martin and Mamery Diallo would go down in school history as the first-ever Midland College basketball players to appear in two NJCAA National Basketball Tournaments. The Chaps finished the post-season with 4-2 record and a Region V Championship and they finished the year with a 26-10 overall record. More importantly the Chaps learned to overcome adversity and in the process found for themselves a coaching staff that could lead the pro​gram to national prominence. 
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